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FEPORT President 

Mr. Gunther Bonz 

Honourable guests,  

Dear colleagues,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

On behalf of FEPORT, I would like to warmly welcome you to the Fourth Annual 

Stakeholders’ conference.  

 

We are particularly delighted to seeing that the topics of our conferences and 

the high quality of the speakers, who kindly accept to participate to our events, 

are attracting more and more attendees. 

  

This is what FEPORT is aiming at: proposing good and relevant content, lively 

discussions and agreeable networking. 

 

It is also important for us to avoid to be too self centric by covering topics that 

are solely important for our own industry. We want to broaden the horizon and 

start good debates about topics that are relevant for the whole maritime logis-

tics chain.  

 

We believe in the necessity to break the silo thinking that is so detrimental to 

our respective industries and do our best to reflect it in our events. 

 

We hope you will enjoy this fourth edition and wish you all fruitful exchanges 

and nice networking.  

 

 

Sincerely yours,  

 

Gunther Bonz 
  

A few words from FEPORT President 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fourth Annual Stakeholders’ Conference is the 

event gathering representatives of the supply and lo-

gistics chain as well as institutional actors. 

 

As has been the case for the three previous editions, 

the idea is to exchange about current challenges and 

opportunities for different actors of the logistics chain 

and, in the framework of this edition, to debate on 

how multimodal transport networks and digital plat-

forms can help EU economic actors to overcome un-

certainties weighing on regional and global trade. 

 

 

The topic this year is: 

“How can multimodal connectivity and digital 

platforms turn trade into a growth engine?” 

 

 

 
 

FEPORT is particularly honoured by the support of 

all honourable speakers who have accepted to take 

part to our conference, more particularly those who 

will travel from abroad to join our event. We are also 

looking forward to welcoming our colleagues from 

more than 30 stakeholders’ organizations. 

 

Session 1 

 

The first session will introduce the theme of the 

conference from different angles. Our key note 

speakers will comment on the major changes affect-

ing supply and logistics chains as a result of market 

developments and share for instance their views on 

whether blockchain is the miraculous solution to re-

store trust in Trade. 

 

Threats on Trade are coming from other areas of the 

world but will probably also result from the post Brexit 

situation. "How can supply chains overcome disrup-

tive trade situations and adapt?" will be among the 

themes tackled by our key note speakers. 

 

The lack of harmonization of competition rules be-

tween different areas of the world is also becoming 

a source on non-playing field. Should regulators be 

more active on this issue and increase international 

cooperation? 

 

 

Session 2 

 

Session 2 will concern the current situation as far as 

connectivity (both physical and digital) is concerned 

and where improvements are still needed. It will offer 

the possibility to explore topics such as Digitization 

versus Digitalization and the increasing use of all 

types of platforms leading to the emergence of new 

business models. Threats to trade and to supply 

chains such as cyber-attacks and their disruptive ef-

fects will also be evoked. 

• What should be the priorities for policy makers 

in the coming years regarding physical and dig-

ital connectivity? 

• Can the EU afford not to adopt a framework in 

favour of combined transport? 

• How is the EU Single Window environment for 

customs initiative connected with the transport 

single window?  

• How does it contribute to the debate about dig-

ital initiatives aiming at facilitating trade and 

simplifying administrative procedures? 
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Multimodal connectivity and digitalization are consid-

ered by many experts as the catalysts of growth and 

enablers of trade, our guest speakers will also ex-

plain why digital connections can contribute to en-

hance the use of the physical transport networks and 

restore a real playing field for fair competition be-

tween modes of transport and different actors of the 

supply chains. 

 

Speakers will give examples about corporate initia-

tives and ongoing projects on cyber security and ex-

plain why collaboration between public and private 

actors is essential to boost competitiveness and turn 

trade into a growth engine. 

 

 

Session 3 

 

Session 3 will be dedicated to a discussion between 

industry and policy makers about priorities in relation 

with connectivity and open platforms as well as trade 

and competition policies. 

 

Speakers of the third session will provide their views 

regarding the current situation of the network, collab-

oration between different actors of the supply chain 

and the main upcoming challenges in terms of digi-

talization in the transport sector. 

• What should be the priorities for policy makers 

regarding physical and digital connectivity? 

• Is the extension of the TEN-T network beyond 

EU borders a priority? 

• Is there an urgency for EU regulators to define 

rules of governance in terms of data sharing? 

• How to compete when competition rules are dif-

ferent or are not respected out-side the EU? 

• How to invest and develop trading partnerships 

when markets outside the EU remain closed? 

 

The above questions will be among the topics for dis-

cussion and exchange between panellists and at-

tendees. 
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WELCOME SPEECHES 

 

OPENING SPEECHES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Barbara Schretter 

 

Director of the Representation of 

the Free State of Bavaria to the 

EU 

 

Ms. Schretter is the Director of the Representation of the 

Free State of Bavaria to the European Union since April 

2016. Previous to this, she was Head of Unit “Communi-

cation and dialogue with citizens”, Deputy Head of depart-

ment “Planning, communication and sport” and Head of 

Unit “Key political issues and planning” as well as “Stra-

tegic communication and public relations” at the Bavarian 

State Ministry of the Interior. 

 

In her professional career, Ms. Schretter used to held var-

ious positions at the Bavarian State Chancellery (Head of 

the Director General’s office, Unit “Affairs of the Federal 

Council”, Staff unit “Administrative reform”, Unit “State 

constitution, task force for administrative reform”). She 

holds degrees in Law and Public Administration. 

 

 

 

Mr. Gunther Bonz 

 

FEPORT President 

 

Mr. Bonz was Assistant Lecturer at University of Ham-

burg. Before joining the Ministry for Economic, Transport 

and Agricultural in 1988, he worked for the Department of 

Law and Urban Planning in Fort Collins, USA and at the 

Senate Office for Public Administration where he was 

Head of the Section ‘EDV and Statistics’ at the Ministry 

for Schools and Vocational Training. 

 

He was Head of the Section ‘EU- and Free Port Affairs’, 

Head of the Senator’s Office and Deputy Head of the 

Central Administration, Head of the Department for Eco-

nomic and Agricultural Affairs, State Secretary of the Min-

istry for Economic and Labour Affairs of the Free and 

Hanseatic City of Hamburg, and is currently Executive Di-

rector for EUROGATE and President of Unterneh-

mensverband Hafen Hamburg e.V. 

 

 

Mr. Matthew Baldwin 

 

Deputy Director General  

DG MOVE  

European Commission 

 

Mr Baldwin is responsible at DG MOVE for the transport 

"modes" – land (road and rail), waterborne (including 

ports policy) and aviation – and intermodality. He has held 

this post since July 2016.  

 

He was previously Head of the Cabinet of Commissioner 

Jonathan Hill from 2014-16, who was responsible for Fi-

nancial Stability, Financial Services and Capital Markets 

Union. He was Director of Aviation and International 

Transport Policy from 2011-14, and Director of Market Ac-

cess in DG Trade from 2010-11. He served in President 

Barroso's Cabinet from 2007-10, where he was responsi-

ble for issues relating to trade, energy, development and 

climate change, and he served as Deputy Head of Com-

missioner Lamy's cabinet from 1999-2004 where he co-

ordinated the trade policy portfolio with a particular focus 

on multilateral trade policy and EU-US trade relations.
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Mr. Martin Stopford 

 

CEO 

Clarksons Research 

 

Martin Stopford is a graduate of Oxford University and 

has a PhD in International Economics from London Uni-

versity. During his 45 years in the Maritime Industry he 

has held positions as Director of Business Development 

at British Shipbuilders; Global Shipping Economist with 

Chase Manhattan Bank N.A.; Chief Executive of Lloyds 

Maritime Information Services and an executive director 

of Clarksons PLC. He retired from Clarksons in May 2012 

and is now non-executive President of Clarkson Re-

search Services Limited (CRSL) and Director of MarEcon 

Ltd, his e-learning business. 

 

Dr Stopford is a visiting Professor at Cass Business 

School in London, Dalian Maritime University in China 

and Newcastle University.  He has an Honorary Doctorate 

from Solent University.  

 

 

Ms. Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid 

 

FEPORT Secretary General 

Moderator Session 1 

 

Ms. Kerdjoudj-Belkaid has a professional experience of 

more than 21 years during which she held different posi-

tions within the maritime and logistics sector. Among oth-

ers, she has been for more than seven year the Public 

Affairs manager of the French Shipowners’ Organization 

and set up her consultancy in strategy and in international 

business development. 

 

Between 2009-12, she has also been appointed as a sen-

ior expert and advisor in the framework of several Euro-

pean projects financed by different DGs of the European 

Commission. Ms. Kerdjoudj-Belkaid holds a Master De-

gree in International Transport (Paris I Pantheon Sor-

bonne), an Executive MBA (ESSEC Business School and 

University of Mannheim) and a Master Degree in Applied 

Psychology (Paris 8 University). 

 

 

Prof. Mary R. Brooks 

 

Professor Emerita  

Dalhousie University,  

Halifax, Canada 

 

Dr. Brooks is also Chair of the Marine Board of the Na-

tional Academies, Washington DC. In the last decade, 

she has chaired two International Transport Forum 

roundtables—Port Investment and Container Shipping 

Markets in Santiago Chile 2013 and Seaport Competition 

and Hinterland Connections in Paris in 2008, and at-

tended other OECD events. For the Council of Canadian 

Academies, she chaired the panel reporting on ‘The 

Value of Commercial Marine Shipping in Canada’.  

 

She is well known for her work on competition policy in 

liner shipping, port strategic management and short sea 

shipping. A founding editor of Elsevier’s Research in 

Transportation Business and Management, she has au-

thored and published more than 25 books and technical 

reports, more than 25 book chapters, and more than 75 

articles in peer-reviewed scholarly journals. 
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Prof. Lauri Ojala 

 

Professor Turku School of Eco-

nomics 

 

Prof. Ojala is full professor and Chair of Logistics at the 

Turku School of Economics (TSE), University of Turku, 

Finland (FI) since 1997. His research interests include 

Trade and Transport Facilitation (TTF), international lo-

gistics, maritime economics, transport markets, defence 

logistics and national security of supply issues. M.Sc. in 

1986 in Shipping Economics, Åbo Akademi University 

(ÅA, FI); Lic. Sc. thesis on Port Strategies 1990 (ÅA), 

D.Sc. in 1995 at TSE on Finnish Foreign Trade Logistics. 

 

His working experience includes appointments in the 

1980s as a Coast Guard officer at the Finnish Border 

Guard as an anti-submarine warfare officer onboard pa-

trol vessels, assignments in shipping companies, purser 

on a passenger vessel, and container shipping agencies. 

Lecturer in shipping economics for Master Mariner clas-

ses at Swedish Nautical College in Turku in 1983-1994, 

and pro bono from 2010 onwards. Adjunct Professor of 

Logistics at National Defence University since 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Wolfgang Lehmacher 

 

Head of Supply chain, World Eco-

nomic Forum 

 

Mr. Lehmacher is a global executive, consultant and en-

trepreneur. He was Partner and Managing Director 

(China and India) at the global strategy firm CVA, also 

overseeing the worldwide logistics and transportation 

practice. 2005 – 2010, he served as President and CEO 

of GeoPost Intercontinental, the global expansion vehicle 

of French La Poste, and 1999 – 2005, as International Di-

rector GeoPost. Before, he held senior management po-

sitions with TNT, including Head of Eastern European and 

Eastern Mediterranean Regions and Country General 

Manager Switzerland. 

 

Mr. Lehmacher is a member of the IATA Air Cargo Inno-

vation Awards Jury and the Logistikweisen, a think tank 

under the patronage of the German Federal Ministry 

BMVI. 
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9h30 am 

Welcoming speeches 

• Ms. Barbara Schretter, Director of the Representation of the Free State of Bavaria to the EU 

• Mr. Gunther Bonz, FEPORT President 

 

10h00 am 

Opening speech  

• “Getting multimodality right to facilitate transport and trade” 

Mr Matthew Baldwin, Deputy Director General, DG MOVE 

 

10h45 am 

Session 1 

Topics to be covered: Trade war and protectionism, transport networks and trade flows, EU trade policy versus 

other regions, impact of digitalization on trade, how can private actors overcome disruptive trade measures? 

 

Moderator 

• Ms. Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, FEPORT Secretary General 

 

Keynote speakers 

• Mr Martin Stopford, CEO, Clarkson Research 

• Prof Mary R. Brooks, Professor Emerita, Rowe School of Business Laureate, Onassis Prize in Shipping 

2018 

• Prof Lauri Ojala, Contributor to the World Bank 2018 LPI report “Connecting to compete” 

• Mr Wolfgang Lehmacher, Head of Supply Chain, World Economic Forum 

 

Panel discussion with keynote speakers 

 

Q&A from the audience (20 mins) 

 

12h30 am : Lunch break 

 

14h00 pm 

Session 2 

Topics to be covered: What should be the priorities for policy makers in the coming years regarding physical and 

digital connectivity? Can the EU afford not to adopt a framework in favour of combined transport? Data platforms, 

digitalization, threats and opportunities for the supply chains - does the existing framework impede or facilitate 

integration by data integrators? 

 

Moderator 

• Mr Kieran Ring, CEO, Global Logistics Institute 

 

Keynote speakers 

• Mr Ulrich Wrage, CEO, DAKOSY 

• Mr Renzo Capanni, Director Maritime Logistics, Hupac Intermodal 

Conference programme 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panel discussion 

• Mr Daniel Levens, CEO NextPort 

• Mr Rafael Company Perris, Sauron, Cyber security, Port of Valencia Foundation 

• MEP Deirdre Clune, Member of the Transport Committee (tbc) 

• Mr Saadaoui Zahouani, Head of Sector, EU Single Window environment for Customs initiative, DG TAXUD 

• Mr Craig Halford, Global Sales Director, XVELA 

 

Q&A from the audience (20 mins) 

 

Coffee break 

 

16h00 pm 

Session 3 

Topics to be covered: What should be the priorities for policy makers regarding physical and digital connectivity? 

Is the extension of the TEN-T network beyond EU borders a priority? Is there an urgency for EU regulators to 

define rules of governance in terms of data sharing? How to compete when rules are not respected outside the 

EU? How to invest and develop trading partnerships when markets outside the EU remain closed? 

 

Moderator 

• Mr Christophe Tytgat, Secretary General of Sea Europe 

 

Keynote speakers 

• Mr Bas Janssens, General Director, Deltalinqs 

• Mr Alain Baron, Head of the International Transport Sector, DG MOVE and Co-Chairman of South East 

Europe Transport Observatory (SEETO) 

 

Panel discussion 

• Mr Olaf Merk, Administrator ITF OECD 

• Mr Gene Seroka, Executive Director, Port of Los Angeles 

• Mr Malte Beyer-Katzenberger, Policy Officer, DG CONNECT 

• Ms Simone Ritzek-Seidl, International Relations Officer, DG COMP 

• Ms Nicolette Van der Jagt, General Director CLECAT 

 

General comments from 

• Ms Magda Kopczynska, Director Waterborne, DG MOVE (tbc) 

 

Wrap up 

• Ms Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, FEPORT Secretary General 

 

Closing speech 

• “Land connectivity, decarbonization and digitalization” 

Ms Elisabeth Werner, Deputy Director for Land Transport, DG MOVE 
 

Conference programme 
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Mr. Ulrich Wrage 

 

CEO, DAKOSY AG 

 

Mr. Ulrich Wrage has been on the Managing Board of Di-

rectors of DAKOSY Datenkommunikationssystem AG 

since 2002. 

Based on his experience gained in sales at several lead-

ing companies in the field of software development includ-

ing Nixdorf Computer AG, the trained freight forwarding 

agent has advanced the digitalization of information path-

ways for over 2,500 customers which DAKOSY AG cur-

rently serves in the transport and logistics industry. The 

continuing development of cross-company networking is 

a matter close to his heart. DAKOSY has been operating 

one of the world's leading Port Community Systems for 

the Port of Hamburg since 1982. One of Mr. Wrage’s 

greatest successes has been the development of the air 

cargo community platform "FAIR@Link" for the digitaliza-

tion of air cargo handling at Europe's largest cargo airport 

at Frankfurt am Main. 

 

 

 

Mr. Kieran Ring 

 

CEO, Global Logistics Institute 

Moderator Session 2 

 

Kieran Ring is the Founder & Chief Executive Officer of 

the Global Institute of Logistics which he founded in 2003 

with members of the Global Logistics Forum under the 

Chairmanship of the late Robert V. Delaney (Bob), the re-

nowned US author and logistician. 

 

Kieran has worked at the forefront of the industry since 

1995. As one of the original contributors to the definition 

of logistics Kieran’s mission through GIL is the promotion 

of logistics as an application-oriented scientific discipline 

with the goal of progress in the balanced achievement of 

economic, ecological and social objectives. 

 

 

 

Mr. Renzo Capanni 

 

Director Maritime Logistics 

HUPAC 

 

Mr. Renzo Capanni obtained a Master Degree in Indus-

trial Engineering at University of Applied Sciences Swit-

zerland and an MAS in Business Law at the University of 

St.Gallen. 

He started his career with ABB within the Supply Chain 

Management and gained experience in specific transport 

requirements of one of the larger shippers. Then he joined 

SBB Cargo as Head of Intermodal for 5 years responsible 

for the Internationalisation strategy of the company into 

Germany, Italy and the Netherlands. Afterwards he 

moved for 4 years to IFB in Antwerp as General Manager. 

In 2015 he was appointed as Director Business Unit Com-

pany Shuttle and Director Shuttle Net South-East-Europe 

with Hupac. In addition Renzo became Managing Director 

of Hupac Maritime Logistics (incl. ERS Railways BV) in 

2018, positions which he still holds today. 
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Mr. Daniel Lievens 

 

CEO NxtPort 

 

After a small 10 years in Business Consultancy (Siemens, 

Arthur Andersen) for both multinationals and fast growing 

companies, Daniel Lievens was one of the founding man-

agers of Kiala, Europe’s market leader in Collection 

Points, where he was in charge of product development, 

technology innovation and operations engineering.  

 

Following the acquisition of Kiala by UPS in 2012, Daniel 

was asked to create and lead the first UPS European  

Innovation Center and also headed up the European ex-

pansion of Coyote, a UPS company and one of the fastest 

growing third-party logistics (3PL) providers in North 

America. Daniel Lievens was appointed CEO of NxtPort 

in March 2017. 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Zahouani Saadaoui 

 

Head of Sector, Electronic Cus-

toms 

DG TAXUD 

 

Mr. Saadaoui is a European electronic systems manage-

ment expert, who has worked in the private sector for 

about a decade as an IT developer and solution architect 

before joining the European Commission DG TAXUD IT 

to work as the development manager for the Excise 

Movement and Control System (EMCS).  

Before, he has worked on digital customs initiatives for 

trade facilitation at DG TAXUD with business activities on 

the Registered Exporters System (REX), the Classifica-

tion system (CLASS) and the evolution of the Surveillance 

system. 

He now focuses on the legal, policy and business devel-

opments of the EU Single Window environment for cus-

toms and on the maintenance of the Multi-Annual Strate-

gic Plan for Customs electronic systems (MASP-C).  

 

 

 

Mr. Rafael Company 

 

Security Manager 

ValenciaPort 

 

Rafael Company is Chemist and Biologist by the Univer-

sity of Valencia (1995) as responsible for the Environmen-

tal, Safety and Security Projects at the Port of Valencia 

(Spain).  

 

He has been involved in several European Projects since 

2003 when he joined the Port of Valencia, coordinating 

the assigned activities in these projects as creating differ-

ent port networks. Also, he has participated as speaker in 

International Forums, Congresses and Conferences. 

 

He is Security manager and General Secretary at the Va-

lenciaport Foundation. Moreover, he is Technical Director 

of the European Economic Association EUROPHAR with 

several Port Authorities, Institutions and private organiza-

tions. 

 

 

Mr. Craig Halford 

 

Global Sales Director  

XVELA 

 

With a history of pushing the boundaries and traditional 

views and processes in the shipping industry, Craig 

Halford leads the worldwide go-to-market strategy for 

XVELA’s innovative cloud collaboration platform as Direc-

tor of Global Sales. Prior to XVELA, he was the Regional 

Sales Director for Navis, where he brought a fresh ap-

proach to understanding, defining and delivering Navis 

terminal solutions to ports in EMEA. Craig rapidly estab-

lished himself as a sales and professional services leader 

during his eight years with Navis, winning both Top Sales 

Performer and Professional Services MVP awards. His 

efforts have resulted in the successful deployment of 

Navis software in countless marine, rail and inland termi-

nals. Educated at Manchester Business School, Craig is 

currently based in Dubai, U.A.E. 
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Mr. Bas Janssens 

 

General Director, Deltalinqs 

 

Deltalinqs (www.deltalinqs.nl) promotes common inter-

ests of over 95% of all logistic, ports and industrial enter-

prises in mainport Rotterdam. Over 700 companies joined 

the association of entrepreneurs. Together they account 

for 3.5% of the Dutch Gross National Product (€21Bn). 

They provide work, either directly or indirectly, to over 

180,000 people. 

At Deltalinqs we are striving to strengthen Rotterdam’s 

competitiveness, sustainable growth and social and polit-

ical acceptability for all activities within the port and indus-

trial area; all for the benefit of our members. Deltalinqs’s 

general principles are entrepreneurship and innovation 

and has clustered its interests representation in relation 

to the six themes chosen: business climate, education & 

employment, environment & sustainability, safety & secu-

rity, infrastructure & accessibility and innovation (main fo-

cus on the energy transition and digitisation). 

 

Mr Christophe Tytgat 

 

Secretary General 

Sea Europe 

Moderator Session 3 

 

Mr. Tytgat has been the Secretary General of Sea Europe 

since March 2016. In his capacity of secretary general of 

SEA Europe, he is a board member of the research asso-

ciation “Vessels for the Future” and the secretary of the 

Waterborne Technology Platform. 

Prior to this, he worked for the European Community 

Shipowners’ Associations (ECSA) where he held various 

positions and dealt with a wide range of matters, including 

shipping policy, competition issues including the State Aid 

Guidelines for maritime transport, taxation and customs 

matters as well as social and legal affairs. He left ECSA 

as the association’s Senior Director. Christophe was also 

a member of the Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee for 

Maritime Transport. He also worked in the Belgian federal 

administration (Foreign Affairs Office and Maritime 

Transport Administration). 

 

 

Mr. Alain Baron 

 

Head of the International 

Transport Sector 

DG MOVE 

European Commission 

 

Alain Baron started his career at the European Commis-

sion in 1995. He was first affected to the unit in charge of 

developing the TEN-T (Trans-European Transport net-

work) policy in DG VII (Transport) and actively partici-

pated in the definition of the first TEN-T Guidelines and 

later co-authored the "2001 White Paper on Transport".  

 

In 2005, he was tasked to set-up the "EU coordinators" to 

support the implementation of the TEN-T priority projects. 

In 2007, he made a similar exercise for the energy sector 

and participated in the definition and implementation of 

the "EU recovery plan". In 2009, he finally joined DG 

MOVE B4 and took over the responsibility of the "Interna-

tional Transport Sector", which covers the relations with 

the EU neighbours and strategic partners. He is manag-

ing the sector since that date.  
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Mr. Olaf Merk 

 

Administrator Ports & Shipping 

OECD, International Transport Fo-

rum 

 

Olaf Merk leads the work on ports and shipping at the In-

ternational Transport Forum (ITF) of the Organisation for 

Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). As 

such, he directs policy-relevant studies on maritime 

transport and the ports sector. Olaf Merk is the author of 

more than fifty OECD publications including “The Impact 

of Mega-Ships”, “Decarbonising Maritime Transport; 

Pathways to zero-carbon shipping by 2035”, “The Com-

petitiveness of Global Port-Cities” and “The Impact of Al-

liances in Container Shipping”. At the OECD he also 

worked on urban development, fiscal decentralisation and 

public finance.  

Prior to the OECD, he held various positions at the Neth-

erlands Ministry of Finance. He holds a Master’s degree 

in Political Science from the University of Amsterdam. 

 

 

Mr. Malte Beyer-Katzenberger 

 

Policy Officer 

DG CONNECT 

European Commission 

 

Dr Malte Beyer-Katzenberger studied law & political sci-

ences at Trier and Aix-en-Provence universities and at 

the College of Europe, Bruges. 

 

After having worked at the Academy of European Law in 

Trier from 2007-2011, he joined the European Commis-

sion, DG CONNECT, in November 2011. He is a policy 

developer working on an enabling policy framework for 

data-driven innovation, including discussions on "data 

ownership", Open Data, and working towards a human-

centric data economy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Gene Seroka 

 

Executive Director 

The Port of Los Angeles 

 

As Executive Director of the busiest container port in 

North America, Gene Seroka is responsible for managing 

more than a $1billion budget, leading a team of more than 

900 employees, advancing major capital projects, grow-

ing cargo volumes, and promoting innovative, sustainable 

practices that improve Southern California’s economy 

and quality of life. His duties involve interacting with a 

wide range of stakeholders, including Port customers 

worldwide, supply chain partners, labour, community 

members, and elected and appointed officials at all levels.  

He began his career in the maritime industry as a sales 

support representative and over the course of two dec-

ades advanced to several executive-level positions, with 

overseas assignments in Shanghai, Jakarta, Singapore, 

and Dubai. 

 

 

Ms. Simone Ritzek-Seidl 

 

International Relations Officer,  

DG COMP 

European Commission 

 

Simone Ritzek-Seidl works as an international relations 

officer in DG Competition, European Competition. After 

nearly 10 years as a case handler and policy officer deal-

ing with various State aid matters, in the beginning of 

2017, she moved to the International relations unit of DG 

Competition. The mission of this unit is to develop DG 

Competition's relations with international organisations 

and third countries. In that regard, one of the main tasks 

of Simone Ritzek-Seidl is international subsidy policy.  

 

Prior to joining the Commission, Simone Ritzek-Seidl 

worked for four years in German law firms in Brussels 

(Gleiss Lutz) and Hamburg (Heuking). In the years 2001 

to 2003, after having graduated in law, she worked as a 

researcher at the Institute for International Private Law 

and Comparative Law at the University of Vienna. 
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Ms. Nicolette van der Jagt 

 

General Director 

CLECAT 

 

Nicolette van der Jagt is the Director-General of CLECAT, 

the European organization of Logistics Service Providers 

and Freight Forwarders, since 2012. CLECAT is a Brus-

sels based association with a collective membership of 

more than 19.000 companies in freight forwarding, logis-

tics and customs services through its 24 national associ-

ations. 

 

Previously, Nicolette was for 10 years Secretary General 

of the Brussels based European Shippers’ Council repre-

senting the national and international freight interest of in-

dustry -  national shippers’ councils from around Europe. 

Nicolette started working in public affairs with the Dutch 

organisation of transport and logistics  (EVO) in 1992 and 

worked for the Brussels office of the ESC and FTA.  She 

has a university degree in international relations and Eu-

ropean studies from the Universities of Utrecht (NL) and 

Strasbourg (FR). 
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Ms. Elisabeth Werner 

 

Deputy Director for Land 

Transport 

DG MOVE 

European Commission 

 

Elisabeth Werner joined the Commission in 1996. She 

has held various posts in the European Commission deal-

ing with budget, budget control and anti-fraud, incl. as 

Commission Spokesperson, Member of Cabinet 2004-

2008 (Vice-President Siim Kallas, Commissioner for Ad-

ministrative Affairs, Audit and Anti-Fraud) and Head of 

unit responsible for relations with the Court of Auditors 

and budgetary discharge. In 2010-2014 Elisabeth Werner 

joined DG MOVE and headed the Planning, inter-institu-

tional and communication unit for European transport pol-

icy. At the start of the Juncker Commission, Mrs Werner 

joined the cabinet of Vice President Kristalina Georgieva, 

in charge of Budget and Human resources, first as senior 

expert and as Head of Cabinet until end 2016. 

Since 2017 Mrs Werner is back to DG Mobility and 

Transport and was appointed Director for Land Transport 

(rail and road). 

 

Ms. Magda Kopczynska 

 

Director Waterborne 

DG MOVE 

European Commission 

 

Magda Kopczynska’s Directorate is responsible for the 

development and follow-up of the implementation of poli-

cies in support of logistics, maritime transport, ports, and 

inland navigation. 

After joining the European Commission in 2006, to work 

in the Directorate-General for Internal Market and Ser-

vices, she was appointed as the Head of Unit for Clean 

Transport, Urban Transport and Intelligent Transport Sys-

tems - between May 2009 and June 2011. In July 2011 

she became Head of Unit dealing with Maritime Transport 

policy and Logistics, until taking up the post of Director for 

Sustainable and Innovative Mobility in DG MOVE on 1 

May 2014. Since October 2016, she is Director for Water-

borne Transport in Directorate-General for Mobility and 

Transport. 
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Founded in 1993, FEPORT represents the interests of 

the terminal operators and stevedoring companies performing 

operations and carrying out activities in the seaports 

of the European Union. 

 

FEPORT membership consists of large, multinational terminal 

operating companies and national associations from the 

individual European Union member states. 

 

The organization’s aim is to promote the interests of FEPORT’s members 

and to maintain constant dialogue with all EU institutional 

and non-institutional stakeholders 
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