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FEPORT President 

Mr. Gunther Bonz 

Honourable guests,  
 
Dear colleagues,  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
On behalf of FEPORT, I would like to warmly welcome you to the 
Fifth Annual Stakeholders’ conference.  
 
This year is a particular one as FEPORT is celebrating its 25th anni-
versary and we are also about to start a “five years’ journey” with 
new European Commissioners and the newly elected or re-elected 
Members of the European Parliament.  
 
We wish to have a constructive dialogue with all institutional actors 
as well as with our sister organizations to the benefit of the EU. 
 
The EU needs a vision that echoes the expectations of its industries, 
citizens and workers and that unleashes their full potential. 
 
In the framework of this fifth edition of the stakeholders’ confer-
ence, we have decided to look back to the past to better prepare the 
future. The EU shipbuilding industry illustrates in many respects the 
limits of policies which are too EU centric thus ignoring that other 
regions of the world have other geostrategic priorities and different 
rules.  
 
The “Green Deal” and the future of work are also high on the agenda 
of many industries who are certainly ready to mobilize their efforts 
to propose solutions but we all need  an active listening from EU in-
stitutions to identify the best means to decarbonize economies 
while preserving competitiveness and creating jobs. 
 
We thank all speakers for accepting our invitation to debate on the 
28th of November and wish you all fruitful exchanges as well as a nice 
networking.  
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
Gunther Bonz  

 

  

A few words from FEPORT President 
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Following the publication of the political Guide-
lines of EU Commission President Elect, Ms Ur-
sula Von der Leyen and the recent European Po-
litical Strategy Centre’s strategic notes on Clean 
Transport at Sea: Setting a Course for European 
Leadership, we would like to start a conversation 
with our guests speakers and audience about 
what industry thinks about leadership, level 
playing field and competitiveness, the Green 
Deal, future jobs and many other topics. 
 
Do we need a total mind shift, a “big bang” or 
change of paradigm? Do we need to do more? 
what do we expect from regulators?  
 
The conference will include three sessions: 
 
1. Competitiveness and level playing field: les-

sons learnt from the shipbuilding industry. 
 
2. Climate crisis: can “slowbalization” and the 

Green Deal be the solutions? 
 
3. Jobs of the future: will robots really replace 

humans in maritime logistics chains? 
 
Do we have the good framework to cope with the 
rapid pace of changes that are affecting us? Are 
our rules too self-centric and too defensive?  
 
How can the EU shape global rules and take ac-
tion to address unlevel global playing field? 
 
Does it make sense to adopt sectoral support 
measures?  
 
Can decarbonization and competitiveness go 
hand in hand? How can this be achieved?   
 
Does the current innovation framework allow us 
to set ambitious objectives in terms of decarbon-
ization? 
 
All players within the maritime logistics chain 
are experiencing the effects of disruption. Some 
are expanding vertically, horizontally and mak-
ing more and more use of digital tools. The world  
 

 
 
is becoming smaller and wider at the same 
time… 
 
What will be the jobs of the future? Will robots 
really replace human beings working in mari-
time logistics chains? 
 
To know more about the “Big Bang”, we shall 
have the pleasure to listen to a well-known as-
trophysicist, Mr Marc Lachièze-Rey, who will 
share with us his knowledge about the “Big 
Bang” theory and explain how it is relevant to the 
topic of the conference. 
 
 

Session 1 

 
During the first session of the conference, we 
will listen to the views of the participants who 
will debate about competitiveness and the level 
playing field. 
 
A senior Economist, Directorate for Science, 
Technology and Innovation at OECD will provide 
a general presentation on the reality of the level 
playing field in the shipbuilding industry be-
tween different regions of the world. 
 
Panellists from DG Grow, DG Comp, VSM Ship-
yards, the European Transport Federation, ITF 
OECD as well as ZDS on behalf of the seaport ter-
minal industry will react to the key note speech 
and share their thoughts on current EU policies. 
Participants will also discuss whether sectoral 
support measures in the EU and outside the EU 
are a source of distortion of competition.  
 
There is also a rising worry that other third coun-
tries are not playing by the same rules and that 
Europe’s openness is being used against its own 
strategic interests. 
 
The recent European Commission’s decision to 
prohibit Siemens’ proposed acquisition of Al-
stom has triggered a new phase in Europe’s on-
going debate on industrial policy. 

About the conference 
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Do we need to reform EU competition rules to 
adapt to a multipolar world where fair competi-
tion does not always prevail? 
 
Do we need to change paradigm? What is the fu-
ture of multilateralism? 
 
The maritime logistics sector like others believes 
that an important step for the EU will be to iden-
tify Important Projects of Common European In-
terest (IPCEI) and value chains of strategic im-
portance to Europe. 
 
Session 1 will certainly offer an opportunity to 
hear about expectations from the industry to-
wards EU institutions.  
 
These last years, there is also a pressing realiza-
tion within the EU that we may not have done 
enough to prepare for digitalization and decar-
bonization, and that the EU innovation policy 
framework has for too long lacked instruments 
to support disruptive or breakthrough innova-
tion, aimed at creating new markets. 
 
Thus, the importance of a more holistic cluster 
approach regarding R&D which acknowledges 
the interlinkages between the different stages 
from research to innovation, and from incubator 
to corporations. 
 

Session 2 

 
Participants in the second session will share 
their thoughts on how decarbonization targets 
can be reached and what will be the role of inno-
vation and R&D. 
 
After a key note speech from a representative 
from Danish Maritime Industries, panellists from 
Transport and Environment Smart Freight Cen-
tre, the Port of Venice, Hapag Lloyd, CMA CGM, 
Hamburg Vessel Coordination Centre will debate 
about the climate crisis and how each party of 
 
 
 

 
 
the maritime logistics chain can contribute to the 
objectives of the Green Deal. Speakers will also 
discuss slowbalization and the necessity for the 
EU to intensify its funding to innovation.   
 
How can industry contribute to the objectives of 
the Green Deal? How can we preserve competi-
tiveness, promote sustainability and create new 
jobs? 
 
Finally, some industries of the maritime logistics 
sector are facing a shortage of skills. They are not 
able to find the profiles they are looking for to re-
main efficient, sustainable and competitive. Arti-
ficial intelligence as well as the use of automation 
and digitalization will obviously not be the only 
miraculous “solutions”.   

 
 

Session 3 

 
A significant effort in terms of upskilling and re-
skilling of the workforce is a priority in many in-
dustries. This will be the topic of the third and 
last session of the conference. 
 
After a key note speech from a Professor of the 
World Maritime University, participants repre-
senting DG Employment and DG MOVE, IRU, 
ICHCA, TIC 4.0, Stiehler Consulting and ETF will 
share their insights about the evolution of the job 
profiles in the maritime logistics sector and how 
governments and the EU Commission can sup-
port the emergence of new jobs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About the conference 
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Welcoming Speeches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ms Barbara Schretter 
 
Director of the Representa-
tion of the Free State of Ba-
varia to the EU 

 
Ms Schretter is the Director of the Representa-
tion of the Free State of Bavaria to the European 
Union since April 2016. Previous to this, she was 
Head of Unit “Communication and dialogue with 
citizens”, Deputy Head of department “Planning, 
communication and sport” and Head of Unit “Key 
political issues and planning” as well as “Strate-
gic communication and public relations” at the 
Bavarian State Ministry of the Interior. 
 
In her professional career, Ms Schretter used to 
held various positions at the Bavarian State 
Chancellery (Head of the Director General’s of-
fice, Unit “Affairs of the Federal Council”, Staff 
unit “Administrative reform”, Unit “State consti-
tution, task force for administrative reform”). 
She holds degrees in Law and Public Administra-
tion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mr Gunther Bonz 
 
FEPORT President 

 
Mr Bonz was Assistant Lecturer at University of 
Hamburg. Before joining the Ministry for Eco-
nomic, Transport and Agricultural in 1988, he 
worked for the Department of Law and Urban 
Planning in Fort Collins, USA and at the Senate 
Office for Public Administration where he was 
Head of the Section ‘EDV and Statistics’ at the 
Ministry for Schools and Vocational Training. 
 
He was Head of the Section ‘EU- and Free Port Af-
fairs’, Head of the Senator’s Office and Deputy 
Head of the Central Administration, Head of the 
Department for Economic and Agricultural Af-
fairs, State Secretary of the Ministry for Eco-
nomic and Labour Affairs of the Free and Hanse-
atic City of Hamburg, and is currently Executive 
Director for EUROGATE and President of Un-
ternehmensverband Hafen Hamburg e.V. 
 
 
 
 
  

Welcome speakers 
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Opening Speeches 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ms Adina-Ioana Valean 
 
President of the ITRE Com-
mittee of the European Par-
liament 
 

 
Adina Ioana Vălean is the Chairwoman of the Eu-
ropean Parliament’s Committee for Industry, Re-
search and Energy. In her previous term, she 
served as Chairwoman of the European Parlia-
ment’s Committee for Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety. From 2014 to 2017, she 
was Vice-President of the European Parliament, 
on behalf of the EPP Group, in charge of ICT. 
 
In the previous mandate, she was the rapporteur 
on the Connecting Europe Facility. She takes an 
incisive approach towards reassessing public fi-
nancing, which she thinks should be primarily 
used for completing the Single Market: by in-
creasing competition and incentivising private 
investment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Before becoming a politician, Adina Vălean was a 
social activist and member of several founda-
tions and associations which promote tolerance, 
dialogue and a liberal economic market. She be-
gan her professional career as a maths teacher in 
Bucharest. She has a Master's degree in Euro-
pean Integration and Security Studies, postgrad-
uate studies in National Security and Defence 
Management and a Bachelor’s degree in mathe-
matics.  
 
 

 

Mr Marc Lachièze-Rey 
 
Astrophysicist 

 
Educated in École Normale Supérieure (Paris), 
Doctor in Physics, Marc Lachièze-Rey is now 
emeritus research director at French CNRS. He 
works in the laboratory Astroparticule et Cosmol-
ogie of Paris-Diderot University, in the fields of 
Theoretical and Mathematical Physics and Cos-
mology.  
 
His main interests concern space, time, gravita-
tion and cosmology. He is also interested in his-
tory and philosophy of science.  
 
He is involved in the popularization of science 
with many conferences, radio broadcasts, exhibi-
tions, popularization papers, books, etc. mainly 
concerning time or the universe.  

Opening speakers 
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Session 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr Laurent Daniel 
 
Senior Economist  
OECD 

 
Mr Laurent Daniel is a graduated of the Ecole 
Polytechnique with majors in applied mathemat-
ics and economics, and of HEC with a Master of 
Business Administration.  
 
Mr Daniel has been an economist and strategist 
in the public and private sectors, notably at the 
French Central Bank (Banque de France) and 
HSBC.  
 
After this experience, he has been working for 
nine years at the OECD in Paris, first as an econ-
omist in the Steel Unit and currently as Senior 
Economist/Policy Analyst in the Shipbuilding 
Unit serving the OECD’s Council Working Party 
on Shipbuilding (WP6). His role consists notably 
of facilitating an exchange of views amongst gov-
ernments and other stakeholders on best prac-
tices and policies to establish normal competi-
tive conditions in the shipbuilding sector. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mr Paris Sansoglou 
 
EuDA Secretary General 
Moderator Session 1 

 
Mr Paris Sansoglou holds a degree of Commer-
cial Engineer from the Solvay Business School 
(Brussels), complemented with degrees in Envi-
ronmental Studies (ULB, Brussels), Business In-
formatics (VUB, Brussels) and Financial Analysis 
(CIAF, Brussels) and is a member of the Euro-
pean and the Belgian Associations of Financial 
Analysts (ABAFBVFA).  
 
He has worked at the European Commission (Eu-
rostat) and ran the secretariat of the European 
Technology Platform WATERBORNE.  
 
He was also involved with the trade association 
representing European manufacturers of syn-
thetic fibres and the Community of European 
Shipyards’ Associations (CESA), before joining 
the European Dredging Association (EuDA) as 
Secretary General in April 2009. 
 
 

 

Mrs Barbara Bonvissuto 
 
Head of Unit  
DG Grow 

 
Mrs Barbara Bonvissuto earned a PhD in Com-
munity law in 2003. 
 
She joined the European Commission in 2001. In 
her career at the Commission, she has been 
mainly responsible for internal market and in-
ternational issues. 
 

Featured speakers 

https://www.google.fr/search?q=paris+sansoglou&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjGn5TGufHlAhXu1uAKHV9RAYMQ_AUIEigC
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She has been Head of Unit of the Advanced Engi-
neering and Manufacturing Systems Unit in the 
European Commission’s Directorate General for 
Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and 
SMEs since November 2017.Previously, she had 
been Deputy Head of Unit of the Sustainable Mo-
bility and Automotive Unit in the same European 
Commission’s Directorate General.  
 
 

 

Mrs Bojana Dohms 
 
Case Handler – State Aid 
DG Comp 

 
Mrs Bojana Dohms is a Croatian national and 
holds a B.A. in law, Master's degree in European 
Studies and a Ph.D. in competition law from the 
University of Hamburg, Germany. She practiced 
corporate, competition and State aid law in the 
private sector working for law firms in Croatia. 
She also Brussels and worked as a research fel-
low at the American Antitrust Institute in Wash-
ington DC.  
 
In 2013, Mrs Dohms joined the European Com-
mission's Directorate General for Competition. 
She is a member of the State aid unit responsible 
for the assessment of State aid for the rescue and 
restructuring of companies in difficulty in all sec-
tors of the economy.   
 
 

 

Mr Reinhard Lüken 
 
Managing Director  
VSM 

 
After five years at the executive office of the 
Treuhandanstalt in Berlin, Mr. Reinhard Lüken  
 

 
 
joined the Meyer Shipyard in Papenburg, in 
1998, taking charge of politics and strategy.  
 
In 2000, the Community of European Shipyards 
Associations (CESA) appointed him first as Brus-
sels Representative and, later, as Secretary Gen-
eral.  
 
As the first Secretary General of SEA Europe he 
managed, in 2012, the formation of the new joint 
association for shipyards and maritime equip-
ment manufacturers. He then returned to his 
home country to take the helm at the German as-
sociation. Mr. Lüken chairs the SEA Europe Mar-
ket & Trade Committee since 2015, represents 
CESA as its Chairman, and was elected as Presi-
dent of the German Maritime Centre at its inau-
guration in 2017. 
 
 

 

Mrs Maya  
Schwiegershausen-Gürt 
 
Head of ITF Flag of Conven-
ience Campaign & Agree-
ments Germany  
ETF 

 
Mrs Maya Schwiegershausen-Gürt works for the 
largest German services union ver.di. During her 
12 years with ver.di, she has been responsible for 
topics such as training and education as well as 
the coordination of collective bargaining in the 
transport sector.  
 
Since 2016, she has joined the maritime branch, 
first in the port section and then as the German 
Head of Agreements for the ITF Flag of Conven-
ience Campaign. In this capacity she deals on a 
daily basis with the concerns and needs of sea-
farers, but also with strategic developments of 
the industry at the gateway between sea, port 
and maritime supply chain.  
 
Maya is a member of all relevant ITF and ETF 
maritime committees as well as of the ILO to 
name a few.  

Featured speakers 
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Mr Daniel Hosseus 
 
Senior Managing Director 
ZDS 

 
Mr Daniel Hosseus is ZDS Senior Managing Di-
rector, Member of FEPORT’s Board of Directors 
and Chair of the Port Policy Committee. 
 
Mr Hosseus was previously responsible for in-
ternational and EU affairs at the German Ship-
owners’ Association (VDR) and set up and ran 
VDR’s Brussels office. He also managed the Ham-
burg Shipowners’ Association.  
 
Prior to joining VDR in 2001, he worked for a 
shipping line in Bremen, a port and logistics con-
sultancy in Hamburg and the Canadian Shipown-
ers Association in Ottawa.  
 
Mr Hosseus holds a B.A. from McGill University 
in Montreal and an M.A. in Public Administration 
from Carleton University in Ottawa. He grew up 
in Mainz, Germany, and Verdun, Québec. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mr Olaf Merk 
 
Administrator  
OECD ITF 

 
Mr Olaf Merk leads the work on ports and ship-
ping at the International Transport Forum (ITF) 
of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD). As such, he directs 
policy-relevant studies on maritime transport 
and the ports sector.  
 
Mr Merk is the author of more than fifty OECD 
publications including “The Impact of Mega-
Ships”, “Decarbonising Maritime Transport; 
Pathways to zero-carbon shipping by 2035”, 
“The Competitiveness of Global Port-Cities”, 
“The Impact of Alliances in Container Shipping” 
and “Maritime Subsidies: do they provide value 
for money?”. At the OECD he also worked on ur-
ban development, fiscal decentralisation and 
public finance. Prior to the OECD, he held various 
positions at the Dutch Ministry of Finance.  
 
 
 

Featured speakers 
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08:30 am Registrations opened 
 
 
09:30 am 
Welcoming speeches 

• Ms Barbara Schretter, Director General of the Representation of the Free State of Bavaria  
• Mr Gunther Bonz, FEPORT President 

 
10:00 am 
Opening speech 

• Ms Adina-Ioana Valean, President of the ITRE Committee of the European Parliament 
 
Keynote speech 

• Mr Marc Lachièze-Rey, Astrophysicist specialized in “Big Bang”  
 
10:40 am 
Session 1 - Competitiveness and level playing field: lessons learnt from the shipbuilding industry  
 
Keynote speech 

• Mr Laurent Daniel, Senior Economist, Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation at 
OECD 

 
Moderator 

• Mr Paris Sansoglou, EuDA Secretary General 
 
Panel discussion 

• Mrs Barbara Bonvissutto, Head of Unit, DG Grow 
• Mrs Bojana Dohms, Case Handler Shipbuilding, DG Comp 
• Mr Reinhard Lüken, Managing Director VSM and member of Sea Europe 
• Mrs Maya Schwiegershausen-Güth, Head of ITF Flag of Convenience Campaign & Agreements 

Germany, ETF 
• Mr Daniel Hosseus, Managing Director ZDS and member of the Board of Directors of FEPORT  
• Mr Olaf Merk, Administrator, ITF OECD 

 Q&As from the audience (20 mns)  
 
 
12:30 pm Lunch break 
 
 
 
  

Conference programme 



 
 
 

13 
 

 
 
02:00 pm 
Session 2 - Climate crisis: can "slowbalization" and the "Green Deal" be the solutions? 
 
Keynote speech 

• Ms Jenny Braat, Director, Danish Maritime 
 
Moderator 

• Mrs Anna Maria Darmanin, Secretary General ETA 
 
Panel discussion 

• Mr Alan Lewis, Technical Development Director, GLEC-Smart Freight Center 
• Mr Pino Musolino, President of the Port of Venice 
• Mr Pyers Tucker, Strategy Development Manager, Hapag Lloyd 
• Mr Charles Feld, Institutional Policy Manager, CMA CGM Group  
• Mr Gerald Hirt, CEO, Hamburg Vessel Coordination Center 
• Mr Faig Abbasov, Shipping programme Manager, T&E 

 Q&As from the audience (20 mns)  
 
03:45 pm Coffee Break 
 
04:10 pm 
Session 3 - Jobs of the future: will robots really replace humans in maritime logistics chains? 
 
Keynote speech 

• Pr Tiago Fonseca, Technical Officer, World Maritime University 
 
Moderator 

• Mrs Rachael White, CEO Next Level Info  
 
Panel discussion 

• Mr István Ványolós, Policy Officer, DG Empl 
• Mrs Esther Visser, Social Affairs Manager, IRU 
• Mrs Ellen Durst, Policy Officer, DG Move 
• Mr Robert Hengster, Head of Maritime Sector, Ver.di 
• Mr Stephan Stiehler, Vice President ICHCA Technical Committee and Senior Consultant Stiehler 

Consulting  
• Mr Boris Wenzel, Managing Director Terminal Link and Chairman of TIC 4.0 

 
5:45 pm  
Wrap up 

• Mrs Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, FEPORT Secretary General 
 
06:00 pm 
Closing speech 

• Mrs Magda Kopczynska, Director Waterborne Transport, DG Move 
 
 
06:45 pm Cocktail reception  

Conference programme 



 
 
 

14 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mrs Jenny Braat 
 
Director  
Danish Maritime 

 
Jenny N. Braat has been the Managing Director in 
Danish Maritime since 2011, but has been part of 
the organization for three decades.  
 
With an educational background in Business 
Management, she has taken up positions as Man-
ager of the Danish Maritime Brussels Office, 
Chief Economist and Deputy Director at Danish 
Maritime.  
 
She is now a very well-known ambassador for 
the Danish maritime industry and has played a 
major role in developing the organization from 
primarily focusing on shipyards to encompass 
the entire land-based maritime industry, espe-
cially raising its profile politically.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mrs Anna Maria Darmanin 
 
Secretary General ETA  
Moderator Session 2 

 
Mrs Anna Maria Darmanin is the Secretary Gen-
eral of the European Tugowners Association. 
 
Prior to joining ETA in 2016, Mrs Darmanin was 
a member of the European Economic and Social 
Committee representing Malta for 11 years. As 
an EESC member, she participated in a number 
of policy positions, including maritime related 
policy. From 2010 to 2013, she was elected Vice 
President of the Committee. 
 
Mrs Darmanin is a visiting lecturer of the Univer-
sity of Malta and an accredited lecturer of the 
Henley School of Business, University of Reading, 
on their MBA programme. 
 
Prior to taking up a more European role Anna 
Maria has run her own business for a number of 
years; and also worked as a freelancer.  
 
 

 

Mr Alan Lewis 
 
Technical Development Man-
ager  
Smart Freight Centre 

 
Mr Alan Lewis is Technical Development Direc-
tor at the Smart Freight Centre. Mr Lewis led the 
development of the Global Logistics Emissions 
Council (GLEC) since 2014 and is now involved 
in developing technical aspects of SFC’s Smart 
Freight Leadership campaign.  
 
 
 

Featured speakers 
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Before joining SFC, he worked in transport con-
sultancy for over 20 years, supporting the 
transport industry as well as local and national 
policy makers.  Much of Mr Lewis’ time has been 
spent on logistics projects, freight transport pol-
icy and emissions mitigation. Mr Lewis has a PhD 
in Natural Sciences from the Cambridge Univer-
sity.  
 
 

 

Mr Pino Musolino 
 
CEO  
Port of Venice 

 
Mr Pino Musolino is the President of the North 
Adriatic Sea Port Authority. He graduated in 
2006 in Law at the University of Bologna and 
completed an LLM in “International Commercial 
and Maritime Law” at the University of Wales, 
Swansea, in 2010. 
 
Until 2017, he worked as Corporate Insurance 
Risk Manager for the Middle East area at Hapag-
Lloyd, based in Singapore, with the tasks of man-
aging, coordinating and controlling all cargo and 
P&I claims, as well as coordinating the loss pre-
vention management of the area. 
 
From 2012 to 2016, Mr Musolino worked as Sen-
ior Claims Manager and Average Adjuster at At-
lantis International Services NV, in Antwerp, in 
charge of providing legal advices and counsel on 
international transport claims. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mr Pyers Tucker 
 
Strategy Development Man-
ager  
Hapag Lloyd 

 
Over the past two years, Mr Pyers Tucker has 
been responsible for developing Hapag-Lloyd’s 
long-term strategy and, for the same company, 
running major companywide improvement pro-
grammes during the last five years. 
 
Before Hapag-Lloyd, he went through multiple 
stations, including Maersk, DHL at Global Cus-
tomer Solutions, Excel and The Monitor Com-
pany.  
 
Prior to that, he was in the British Army, latterly 
responsible for operations in Bosnia. While in 
this position, he was also the personal staff of-
ficer to the Commander of UN Forces in Bosnia 
and has given evidence at 6 trials at the Bosnia 
war crimes tribunal in The Hague. 
 
 

 

Mr Charles Feld 
 
Institutional Policy Manager 
CMA CGM 

 
Mr Charles Feld is an Institutional Policy Man-
ager for the CMA CGM Group, a leading maritime 
transport and logistics company. He is particu-
larly in charge of policy issues at the European 
level. 
 
Prior to joining CMA CGM, he worked as Adviser 
to a Member of the European Parliament (MEP) 
and Cabinet Member at a Mayor’s office in a city 
close to Paris.  
 

Featured speakers 
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At the beginning of his career, he worked for sev-
eral NGOs in the humanitarian sector and micro-
finance.  
 
Mr Feld graduated from the Institute d’Etudes 
Politiques (Sciences Po) in Lille. He also holds a 
MSc in Politics and Government in the European 
Union from the London School of Economics and 
Political Science.  
 
 

 

Mr Gerald Hirt 
 
CEO  
HVCC 

 
Mr Gerald Hirt served two years in the Navy, 
then studied seaborne transport and port man-
agement at the University of Applied Sciences in 
Oldenburg, graduating with a degree in indus-
trial engineering. 
 
Following a period of training at the shipping 
company P&O Nedlloyd, Mr Hirt began his career 
with the HHLA Group at HPC Hamburg Port Con-
sulting in 2003 and, from 2005, he worked in the 
Sales department at HHLA Container Terminals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mr Hirt has been Operations Manager at HVCC 
since November 2012. In June 2017, he became 
Managing Director of HVCC. In this role, he ex-
panded the portfolio of HVCC IT-services, the 
scope of the Feeder Logistics Center department.  
 
Moreover, he developed the new Nautical Termi-
nal Coordination department. 
 
 

 

Mr Faig Abbasov 
 
Shipping Programme Man-
ager  
T&E 

 
Mr Faig Abbasov is the Shipping Programme 
Manager at Transport & Environment, a Brus-
sels-based sustainable transport group advocat-
ing for sustainable transport policies in the EU 
and internationally. 
 
Mr Abbasov holds a PhD in European energy pol-
icy and has a specialised technical training in 
ship energy efficiency and EU energy market reg-
ulation.  
 
After a brief career in natural gas industry, he 
joined T&E in 2016. His main areas of expertise 
are zero emission maritime technologies and 
fuels, air pollution and GHG emissions from ship-
ping, new ship design standards, regulation, as 
well as environmental challenges surrounding 
Arctic shipping.

Featured speakers 
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Session 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pr Tiago Fonseca 
 
Technical Officer  
WMU 

 
Pr Tiago Fonseca is a Technical Officer at the 
World Maritime University conducting a wide 
range of research activities in the field of mari-
time labour and technology, mainly from an eco-
nomics, policy and statistics perspective. These 
include research projects on the future of work, 
digitalisation and automation of the maritime 
sector, as well as socio-economical aspects of the 
transport and logistics sector.  
 
Before his current position, Mr Fonseca worked 
on several research projects related to techno-
logical change, innovation strategies, productiv-
ity, jobs and skills. He is also one of the main au-
thors of WMU's flagship reports Transport 2040.  
Mr Fonseca holds a PhD in Engineering and Man-
agement from Instituto Superior Técnico, Portu-
gal, with a thesis about the effects of new tech-
nologies on jobs, productivity and innovation 
strategies.  
 
 
 

 

 

Mrs Rachael White 
 
CEO Next Level Info 
Moderator Session 3 

 
Mrs Rachael White is the CEO of Next Level Infor-
mation Ltd. Her company helps corporate and in-
stitutional clients with digital marketing, PR, me-
dia relations and B2B events. 
 
Starting as a journalist and then editor, she has 
subsequently worked as a researcher, confer-
ence organiser and emcee, market consultant, 
community builder, content creator and influ-
encer.  
 
Today her key focus is on the new wave of digi-
talization, automation and sustainable technolo-
gies in maritime trade, ports and logistics, with a 
mission to help bridge the gap between estab-
lished industry, start-ups and government. 
 
Previously, Mrs White acted as Secretariat CEO 
and Observer to the Board for ICHCA Interna-
tional and as Secretary General for PEMA. 
 
 

 

Mr István Ványolós 
 
Policy Officer  
DG Empl 

 
Mr István Ványolós is a Policy Officer at the Eu-
ropean Commission working on employment 
policies, including policies related to the future 
of work. He joined the Commission in 2011 and 
worked in areas related to social protection, 
structural reforms, and employment policies.  
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He contributed to major Commission initiatives 
such as the Social Investment Package (2013) 
and the European Pillar of Social Rights (2017).  
 
Prior to joining the Commission, he was assistant 
professor. He holds a PhD from the State Univer-
sity of New York at Albany and a Master’s degree 
in business and economics from the Corvinus 
University of Budapest. 
 
 

 

Mrs Esther Visser 
 
Social Affairs Manager  
IRU 

 
Mrs Esther Visser works as Manager Social Af-
fairs at the International Road Transport Union 
(IRU) in Brussels. Esther is in charge of IRU’s 
global work on driver shortage and managing a 
variety of social legislative files at EU level.  
 
Esther holds a Bachelor’s Degree in International 
Relations/International Organisations and a 
Master degree in International Security from the 
University of Groningen.  
 
 

 

Mrs Ellen Durst 
 
Policy Officer  
DG Move 

 
Ellen Durst is Policy Officer at the European 
Commission’s Directorate-General for Mobility 
and Transport (Unit “Social Aspects, Passenger 
Rights & Equal Opportunities”), where her main 
topics of interest are addressing social aspects of 
automation and digitalisation in transport and 
improving passengers’ awareness of their rights.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
She was in charge of last year’s conference on 
“Automation in transport: how does it affect the 
labour force?” (#FutureTransportJobs) and or-
ganised a dedicated session on “Managing the 
transition towards digitalisation and automation 
– social aspects” during the 2019 Digital 
Transport Days. 
 
 

 

Mr Robert Hengster 
 
Head of Maritime Sector 
Ver.di 

 
Since 2019, Mr Robert Hengster is head of the 
Maritime Section and Coordinator of ITF Ger-
many.  
 
Since 1999, he has held leading positions for two 
Austrian trade unions in the transport sector 
(HTV and vida trade unions). At the same time, 
he was involved in international affairs at the 
ETF.  
 
In 2013, Mr Hengster joint ver.di in Germany, 
where he led the Federal Aviation Section.  
 
Workers’ rights, their job protection and the de-
fence of collective agreements have always been 
close to his heart. For Mr Hengster, trade union 
work starts with a serious social partnership at 
the national level and leads to Brussels at the po-
litical level in Europe. 
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Mr Stephan Stiehler 
 
Vice President 
ICHCA 

 
Mr Stephan Stiehler is the Vice Chairman of the 
ITP International Technical Panel of ICHCA.  
 
In 2017, he started his own company Stiehler 
Consulting for International Ports & Cranes stra-
tegic activities and was appointed at Duisport in 
the senior management to advice the board in 
strategic activities for safety, automation and 
digitalization in their international terminal and 
equipment developments. 
 
In 2017, he was appointed as Marketing Director 
Asia Pacific and Middle East at Brieda Cabins - It-
aly – to strategically oversee the ergonomic and 
health solutions in the APAC & ME region. 
 
From 2007 to 2017, he worked at SICK AG as 
Strategic Industry Manager to develop and es-
tablish port and crane safety and automation so-
lutions close with the international customers of 
ports and port equipment.  

 
 

 

Mr Boris Wenzel 
 
Managing Director 
Terminal Link 

 
Mr Boris Wenzel is a seasoned CEO with strong 
focus on strategy and change-management. He 
has a twenty years’ experience in senior leader-
ship positions in Asia and Europe backed by 
early experience as a turn-around specialist and 
proven track record in building successful 
teams and creating shareholder value.  
 
Mr Wenzel holds also a multi-industry, multi-
company and multi-continent experience in di-
verse cultural environments and solid experi-
ence representing interests of financial institu-
tions & PE type investors. Mr Wenzel is a pas-
sionate communicator able to build trust and to 
convince stakeholders to envision and support 
important transformations of the business or of 
the industry. 
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Wrap up and Closing Speech 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ms Lamia Kerdjoudj-Bel-
kaid 
 
FEPORT Secretary General 
Moderator Session 1 

 
Ms Kerdjoudj-Belkaid has a professional experi-
ence of more than 24 years during which she 
held different positions within the maritime and 
logistics sector. Among others, she has been for 
more than seven year the Public Affairs manager 
of the French Shipowners’ Organization and set 
up her consultancy in strategy and in interna-
tional business development. 
 
Between 2009-12, she has also been appointed 
as a senior expert and advisor in the framework 
of several European projects financed by differ-
ent DGs of the European Commission. Ms. 
Kerdjoudj-Belkaid holds a Master’s Degree in In-
ternational Transport (Paris I Pantheon Sor-
bonne), an Executive MBA (ESSEC Business 
School and University of Mannheim) and a Mas-
ter Degree in Applied Psychology (Paris 8 Uni-
versity). 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Ms Magda Kopczynska 
 
Director Waterborne 
DG MOVE 
European Commission 

 
Since 2016, Mrs Magda Kopczynska is the Direc-
tor for Waterborne Transport at the Directorate-
General for Mobility and Transport within the 
European Commission. 
 
Her Directorate is responsible for the develop-
ment and follow-up of the implementation of 
policies in support of logistics, maritime 
transport, ports, and inland navigation. 
 
After joining the European Commission in 2006, 
to work in the Directorate-General for Internal 
Market and Services, she was appointed as the 
Head of Unit for Clean Transport, Urban 
Transport and Intelligent Transport Systems - 
between May 2009 and June 2011. In July 2011 
she became Head of Unit dealing with Maritime 
Transport policy and Logistics, until taking up 
the post of Director for Sustainable and Innova-
tive Mobility in DG MOVE on 1 May 2014 to 15 
October 2016. 
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The event is kindly hosted by the Representation of the  
Free State of Bavaria to the European Union 

Rue Wiertz 77, 1000 Brussels - Belgium 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Trône: 2 and 6 
Maelbeek: 1 and 5 
Schumann: 1 and 5 
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Founded in 1993, FEPORT represents the interests of 
the terminal operators and stevedoring companies performing 
operations and carrying out activities in the seaports 
of the European Union. 
 
FEPORT membership consists of large, multinational terminal 
operating companies and national associations from the 
individual European Union member states. 
 
The organization’s aim is to promote the interests of FEPORT’s members 
and to maintain constant dialogue with all EU institutional 
and non-institutional stakeholders 
 
 

 

www.feport.eu 

  

 

@Feport_EU 
@LKB_FEPORT 

  

 

linkedin.com/company/feport 

 
 
 
 

FEPORT Offices: Avenue des Arts, 3-4-5, 6th floor, 1210 Brussels, Belgium 
TEL: +32 (0)2 218 88 19 ~ FAX: +32 (0)2 732 31 49 ~ EMAIL: feport@feport.eu 


