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04.10.2016 - Trade Contact Group 
Plenary Meeting, Brussels
On October 4th, FEPORT participated in the 45th Plenary 
meeting of the Trade Contact Group.  The Trade Contact 
Group is composed of industry associations and provides a 
platform for regular consultations at Union level, between the 
Commission and industry stakeholders, on the development and 
implementation of customs related issues and developments of 
customs policy. 

The meeting of the 4th October focused on amendments to 
the Union Customs Code Implementing and Delegated Acts to 
ensure a smooth implementation of the provisions of the Union 
Customs Code. FEPORT is actively working with the Commission 
to ensure that the Union Customs Code has a guarantee system 
that builds upon the existing AEO (Authorized Economic 
Operators) concept, thereby giving the industry and national 
authorities a clear understanding of obligations that need to be 
met by trade to avail of a guarantee waiver.

03-06.10.2016 - Malta Maritime 
Summit, Malta

Last October 3rd-6th, Malta Maritime Summit took place 
in Valletta, Malta. The event was an opportunity for highly 
influential international maritime executives to meet, discuss 
and analyse the current European Union Maritime strategy and 
the impact it is having on the industry. 

As from January 1st 2017 Malta will be presiding for six 
months the Council of the European Union. The three and a 
half day conference stimulated various debates with the scope 
of reaching conclusions and make proposals that would be 
presented to the various stakeholders.

05-07.10.2016 - AIVP World 
conference ‘Crossovers’, Rotterdam

Last October 5th-7th, FEPORT was invited to attend the 15th 
world conference of the Association Internationale Villes et 
Ports (AIVP) having as a theme ‘Crossovers with the port’.

The event was opened by Mayor Ahmed Aboutaleb and Mr. 
Allard Castelein, CEO of the Rotterdam of Rotterdam Authority. 
The keynote speaker was Mr. Jacques Attali, the French economic 
and social theorist, writer and political adviser. 

“We believe that AIVP is playing a dynamic role in raising 
awareness about key topics such as environmental challenges 
for port-cities. FEPORT is looking forward to continuing its 
cooperation with AIVP” commented Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, 
Secretary General of FEPORT.

10-11.10.2016 - Committee on 
Transport and Tourism (TRAN) 
meeting: agreement between EP 
and Council negotiators on port 
services regulation approved

Last October 10th-
11th, European 
Parliament Committee 
on Transport and 
Tourism (TRAN) 
meeting took place. 
One of the topics in the 
agenda was related 

to the Port Services Regulation where an agreement between 
European Parliament and Council negotiators was approved 
(38 votes in favour, 8 against, 1 abstention).
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The next steps are the final vote by the European Parliament 
and the Council.

The meeting also featured discussions and a presentation of the 
Draft Report on logistics in the EU and multimodal transport in 
the new TEN-T corridors (2015/2348(INI)) (rapporteur: Inés 
Ayala Sender).

11-12-06.10.2016 - Green Port 
Congress, Venice

Last October 12-14, FEPORT was invited to speak at the 11th 
edition of the GreenPort Congress was held in Venice, Italy. 
The Congress highlighted innovations in equipment and 
technology allowing port users to adhere to policy.

During the opening session of the Green Port Congress, Lamia 
Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, FEPORT Secretary General expressed the 
views or private port operators about sustainability.  

“FEPORT members are well ahead 
in implementing environmental 
friendly measures. Most of them are  
over compliant to the existing rules 
because they are convinced that 
proactivity is profitable over the 
long term. 
When looking at the future our 
members are hoping to have the 
support of Port Authorities when 
they will request to have access to 
spaces in the port area where they 
could install solar panels or wind 
mills to produce alternative energies 

they can use for port operations” commented Lamia Kerdjoudj-
Belkaid, Secretary General of FEPORT.

13.10.2016 - Launch of the second 
consultation about the Global Block 
Exemption Regulation including a 
chapter about ports
On October 13th, the European Commission, DG Competition 
has has launched the second consultation aiming at revising 
the criteria for exempting certain investment aid for ports and 
airports from prior Commission scrutiny under EU state aid 
rules (GBER). 

The first public consultation on draft provisions to extend the 
2014 General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER) to ports and 
airports took place from March to May 2016. FEPORT as other 
stakeholders has replied to the first consultation.

In this second version of the draft GBER, the Commission is 
introducing some provisions which are still a matter of concern 
for FEPORT. 

It is essential for private investors to have legal certainty 
and clarity over the applicable rules and more particularly 
consistency between Ports Regulaltion and the GBER.
Stakeholders are invited to submit comments by December 8th, 
2016. The Commission aims to adopt the final Regulation in the 
first quarter 2017.

14.10.2016 - Maritime Economy 
Forum, Gdynia
Last October 14th, FEPORT was invited to speak at the Maritime 
Economy Forum held in Gdynia, Poland. 

The annual event consisting of four different panels such as 
“Maritime Industries”, “Seaports”, “Maritime Logistics” and 
“Ship Management” is a platform for exchanging experience 
and knowledge, stimulating creative discussions and meetings 
of specialists from different branches of the maritime economy. 

The conference had the form of open discussion panels with 
business practitioners from different maritime sectors, but also 
entrepreneurs. 
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Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, Secretary General of FEPORT 
was requested to give a speech about sustainability and 
competitiveness of port operations.

“Our members are over compliant even in a context where 
economic difficulties are increasing. They know that when it comes 
to sustainability their efforts are important for port neighbouring 
communities. 
What we expect in the future is that our efforts are taken into 
account by policy makers and that competitiveness measures as 
well as support to our industry will become a priority” commented 
Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, Secretary General of FEPORT. 

“We believe that a real sustainability policy can be profitable 
over the long term if economic operators are proactive and 
supported by a public policy taking into account the necessary 
balance between societal and general interest expectations on 
the one hand and on the other, the need for companies to remain 
competitive. 
Within FEPORT, we believe that this is also a matter of continuous 
efforts and inclusive dialogue with institutional and non-
institutional actors” continued Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid.

“Gdynia Economic Forum’s workshop has also provided the 
opportunity to listen to presentations from the Port of Gdynia and 
BPO representatives highlighting how the Baltic ports’ standards 
more paving the way for future green European ports” concluded 
FEPORT Secretary General.
  

19.10.2016 - AEL Conference:  Logistics 
2030 – Boosting decarbonisation 
through innovation, Brussels
Last October 19th, FEPORT participated to the 8th European 
Logistics Summit organised by the Alliance for European 

Logistics (AEL) in Brussels. Participants discussed the 
contribution of logistics to the decarbonisation of Europe.

The EU logistics sector promotes a holistic approach to 
decarbonisation focusing on efficiency, thereby contributing 
significantly to meeting emissions reduction targets.
The summit focused on discussing innovative solutions that 
boost decarbonisation and promote the EU’s competitiveness. 

During the event which was opened by 
Mr. Mathieu Grosch (President of the 
AEL), Commissioner Bulc encouraged 
logistics to be innovative in digitisation 
and carbon reduction. Transport 
Commissioner stressed that green 
technologies and green solutions should 
be seen as business opportunities, not  
as threats. 

19.10.2016 - Presentation of Sea 
Blind movie at the European 
Parliament 

Last October 19th, FEPORT was 
invited to the Sea Blind event 
held in Brussels.
Since the IPCC COP 21 industries 
have been scrambling to find 
ways to reduce emissions. 

During one evening, Sea Blind 
in partnership with the European Climate Foundation (ECF) has 
brought the discussion about the restriction of the use of Heavy 
Fuel Oil in the Arctic and the high seas within the European 
Parliament.

Upcoming Sea Blind events will take place during UNESCO annual 
meeting in Paris, next International Maritime Organization 
meeting in London and World Economic Forum in Davos.
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20-21.10.2016 - Association of 
European Vehicle Logistics (ECG) 
Conference, Hamburg

Last October 20th-21st, ECG Conference 
on Digitalisation and Megatrends – The 
future of automotive logistics took 
place in Hamburg, Germany.
Speakers this year included 
professionals from the industry but 
also many from other sectors and 
disciplines.

25.10.2016 - Connecting Europe 
Facility (CEF) Transport Info Day, 
Innovation and Networks Executive 
Agency (INEA), Brussels
Last October 25th, the 2016 CEF Transport Info Day took place 
in Brussels. The event addressed the priorities of the 2016 CEF 
Transport Calls.

The event featured speakers from the European Commission, 
DG MOVE and INEA. Agenda consisted of topics such as inno-
vation and new technologies, ERTMS, Rail Freight Noise and its 
Interoperability, ITS for Road and its Safe and Secure Infrastruc-
ture, Railways, Inland Waterways / Inland Ports, Urban Nodes, 
Freight Transport Services, Multimodal Logistics Platforms, Mo-
torways of the Sea (MoS), Maritime Ports and SESAR.

Meetings of the month

Coming meetings

09.11.2016
9-10.11.2016

20-21.10.2016
26-27.11.2016

1-2.12.2016

08.12.2016

09.12.2016
19.12.2016

ESPO Awards, Brussels
Transport Committee meeting of the 
European Parliament, Brussels
ECG General Assembly, Hamburg
Global Sustainable Transport Conference, 
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan
Transport, Telecommunications and Energy 
Council, Council of the European Union,
Brussels
Second Annual Stakeholders Conference, 
Brussels
EU Rail Freight Day 2016, Brussels
Environment Council, Council of the European 
Union, Brussels

13.10.2016
13.10.2016
26.10.2016

FEPORT Social Affairs Committee, Brussels
FEPORT Board of Directors, Brussels
FEPORT Port Policy Committee, Brussels

http://www.feport.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/Feport_EU

