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01.06.2016 - ICHCA Container Weighing

Seminar Antwerp 
Last June 1st, FEPORT participated at ICHCA Container

Weighing Seminar held in Antwerp. A highly focused

working seminar was a great chance to discuss compliance,

communication and contingency in relation to SOLAS VGM

legislation and mandatory container weighing regulations

that will come into effect on 1 July. A number of issues were

assessed during the seminar bringing all parties together for

open, unscripted debate with a focus on pragmatic responses

to a common challenge we have to face.

1-3.06.2016 - ESPO Conference Dublin
Last June 1st-3rd, FEPORT attended ESPO2016 Annual

Conference hosted by the Port of Dublin.

  

DG MOVE’s Director General Henrik Hololei, Mark Frequin,

representing the Dutch Presidency of the Council and Pat

Cox, former President of the European Parliament and TEN-

T coordinator for the Scan-Med Corridor and MEP Knut

Fleckenstein were among the speakers.    

10.06.2016 – FEPORT General Assembly

meeting

Between June 8th and 10th, Noatum and Anesco have been co-

hosting FEPORT’s Committees’, Board of Directors and General

Assembly meetings held in Valencia, Spain.

Mr. Gunther Bonz has been re-elected as the President of

FEPORT for a term of two years.

After a first part of the General Assembly meeting dedicated to

statutory issues, FEPORT members welcomed the President of

Valencia Port Authority and members of his staff and M.

Dimitrios Theologitis (DG MOVE, European Commission). Good

exchanges of views took place between FEPORT members and

our guests.

FEPORT new publication : "Sustainable

Terminals"

Taking the opportunity of their

presence in Valencia for the

General Assembly meeting,

FEPORT members presented a

new publication regarding the

environmental friendly actions

they have been implemented all

over European ports.

The publication entitled

”Sustainable Terminals: How

Private Port Operators and 

Terminals invest in Sustainability” is a testimonial about

engagement, investment and action.

As an NGO to IMO, ICHCA was involved in drafting the new

SOLAS VGM regulations and is now working alongside IMO

and other key industry bodies to facilitate global

implementation of this landmark container safety rule.

FEPORT and ICHCA who have signed an MoU last March

2016 in Barcelona have been taking position on the SOLAS

VGM legislation.

https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
http://www.feport.eu/2014-11-18-12-05-27/news/news/241-press-release-terminal-operators-feport-reiterate-their-call-for-action-from-member-states-in-view-of-the-entry-into-force-of-solas-weighing-rules-on-weighing-of-containers
http://www.feport.eu/images/downloads/FEPORT_Sustainable_Terminals_Brochure2016/FEPORT_Sustainable_Terminals_Brochure_v.13.06.2016_small.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
http://www.feport.eu/
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“Bringing global emissions down to a sustainable level is

possibly the biggest issue that has to be addressed in the 21st

century. Terminal Operators are already mobilized to play a

positive and proactive role in this respect and are investing

millions of Euros in sustainable equipment. They are also

training their employees to perform environmental friendly

operations on terminals.” comments Gunther Bonz,

President of FEPORT.

“Given the fact that the pollution originating from terminal

Operations accounts for less than 10% in ports, terminal

operators are perfectly aware that they cannot solve alone

problems of pollution, they are working with their partners

along logistics chains to minimize the effects transport

operations and improve the “intermodality footprint”. We also

remain confident that other parties of the chain will also take

their responsibilities” adds Gunther Bonz.

“This brochure is a first testimonial because for terminal

operators, engagement in favor of sustainability is an ongoing

process allowing those who are early movers to confirm that

being sustainable also means to be profitable over the long

term” concludes Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, Secretary

General of FEPORT.

14-16.06.2016 - TOC EUROPE, Hamburg

Last June 14th-16th, the TOC Europe Conferences organized

by the TOC Events Worldwide took place at the Hamburg

Messe and Congress GmbH in Hamburg, Germany.

FEPORT has been invited to speak during the Container

Supply Chain Conference in the the panel “Port watch 2016,

Juggling bigger ships, Mega alliances and slow growth”. 

Analysts  and industry representatives were invited to

share their thoughts on the global container trade and

supply chain outlook and how to move forward – and lead –

through difficult times. 

 “Weak demand, over-capacity and intense price

competition,” in the words of Maersk Line CEO Søren Skou,

are set to characterise world container shipping in 2016.

Drewry, Alphaliner and other analysts have all sounded

warnings that the year will bring more pressure on freight

rates and shipping profitability as the supply-demand

imbalance widens still further.

Drewry predicted that the industry may see losses deepen to

5 billion US$ this year, given that it believes “carriers are no

longer able to cut costs faster than the prevailing declines

seen in the freight rate market.”  

Industry consolidation, including CMA CGM’s acquisition of

NOL, and the forthcoming COSCO-CSCL merger, has been

one response to the dire situation and more may follow –

with shake-up effects for recently-formed mega-alliances.

But as Drewry points out, this won’t in itself impact the

shipping glut, with the global fleet swelled by a record 214

new vessels in 2015, adding 1.7 million TEU of capacity. And

there is more ahead over the coming few years, especially in

the mega-ship category, with orders for 60 new 18,000-

22,000TEU giants placed in 2015, according to Alphaliner

via The Loadstar.

It was mentioned that on the short-term, response to

shipping’s perfect storm is expected to come in the form of

more blanked sailings, network rationalisation and lay-ups,

including big ships, given that scrapping remains

uneconomic.

The publication can be consulted here.

https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
http://www.feport.eu/images/downloads/FEPORT_Sustainable_Terminals_Brochure2016/FEPORT_Sustainable_Terminals_Brochure_v.13.06.2016_small.pdf
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Understanding how the shipping industry will react – and

what it means for cargo owners and downstream supply

chain partners has also been debated.

Ports and hinterland transport operations around the world

are still digesting the ‘ripple effect’ of the rapid growth in

vessel size and new alliance blocs that are causing much

higher cargo peaks and troughs than in the past. 

Experts of the panel acknowledged that considerable

investment and ingenuity is required to accommodate the

change and deal with congestion, productivity, safety and

environmental issues at ports and with onward connecting

transport – trucking, rail, barge and feeder. All this is

happening at a time when world port growth is slowing. For

the first time since 2009, throughput at the world’s top 30

ports shrank by -0.9% in Q3 2015 and “worse figures are

coming”, warn ISL and Hackett Associates in their December

2015 Global Port Tracker.    

The port industry’s lack of appeal – and visibility – to

potential workforce entrants,  skills in the current and

entering workforce was another very interesting topic of

the final morning of TOC Europe 2016. It was dedicated to

people and the need to transition to a more technology-

driven environment – regardless of whether robotic

equipment is deployed.

16.06.2016 – PEMA 4th Student

Challenge

Student Challenge. As part of PEMA’s education outreach, the

Student Challenge provides a fun and lively way to expose

students to the real business of the ports and terminal world,

as well as to highlight university programmes and student

talent to the ports business community.

FEPORT was part of the jury together with media, port and

terminal industry representatives from DP World Institute,

HHLA, TBA and World Cargo News.

This year, the finalists were University of Hamburg, King

Abdulaziz University of Saudi Arabia and French Business

School of Normandie, who had 25 minutes to present their

ideas on the 2016 theme – Compliance Options for IMO

SOLAS VGM Regulations.

“All teams worked a lot to grasp the essentials of SOLAS

requirements and this was already very much appreciated by all

members of the jury. Their presentations were quite creative in

terms of possible solutions to be implemented by industry at a

moment concerned players of the transport chain are themselves

still struggling to be ready as from July 1st, 2016” commented

Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, FEPORT Secretary General

The winning team, EM Normandie was awarded with a

cheque for €1000.  

"PEMA’s initiative is a really positive initiative as it contributes to

create a link between academic institutions and port industries.

FEPORT will definitely continue to support PEMA in this effort”

concluded Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid.

Last June 16th, in the framework of 40th TOC Europe

conference in Hamburg, PEMA hosted the finals of its 4th 

16.06.2016 – Global Logistics Emissions

Council (GLEC) Workshop in London

The Global Logistics Emissions Council (GLEC) is a group of

companies, industry associations and programs that want

to make carbon accounting work for industry and is

backed by leading experts, governments and other

stakeholders.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
http://www.feport.eu/
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FEPORT participated in GLEC’s expert workshop in London

on June 16th. The workshop discussed the different

methodologies in place for calculation carbon emissions.

During the meeting FEPORT presented the FEPORT/EEEG

guidelines for calculation carbon emissions and highlighted

the fact that terminal operators are currently on-course to

meet EU 2020 carbon emission targets.

Bearing in mind that decarbonization can be achieved only

if all actors of the chain engage, FEPORT members are

looking forward to continue their cooperation with all

logistics stakeholders to ensure the transport sector meets

EU targets for carbon emission reductions.

20-22.06.2016 - TEN-T Days Dutch

Presidency Rotterdam 

Haegen, to discuss the development of the Trans-European

Transport Network, with a special focus on the Core

Network Corridors, ERTMS and Motorways of the Sea

(MoS), their implementation and financing.

“The TEN-T investors’ day was a good initiative as were the

different workshops. FEPORT will certainly echo the positive

approach towards private investors by expressing its members’

commitments and expectations in a formal contribution to be

published before the end of 2016” says Lamia Kerdjoudj-

Belkaid, FEPORT Secretary General.  

Last June 14th-16th, FEPORT participated at the TEN-T Days

2016 held in Rotterdam. The event focused among others on

how to boost funding and financing in transport

infrastructure. A number of interactive working sessions

were organized in order to give practical advice on how to

successfully use the opportunities offered by the Investment

Plan for Europe as well as the Connecting Europe Facility.

Ministers, Members of the European Parliament and key

stakeholders were invited by European Commissioner for

Transport Violeta Bulc, in cooperation with the Dutch

Presidency of the Council of the European Union, Minister

for Infrastructure and the Environment Melanie Schultz van 

23-25.06.2016 - AIVP Conference “Mega-

ships: impacts on port cities”, Malaga,

Spain

Last June 23rd-25th, FEPORT was invited to participate at

AIVP (Association Internationale des Villes Portuaires)

Conference entitled “Mega-ships: impacts on port cities” held

in Malaga, Spain.

To remain competitive, port cities have for decades had to

adapt their infrastructures and territorial strategies to reflect

the needs of expanding world trade. This process of

adaptation is doubtless necessary, but the advent of mega-

container ships exceeding 400 metres in length, or new

generation cruise vessels capable of carrying up to 6,000

passengers, is posing new questions.

Dialogue between local communities, port authorities and

shipowners is vitally important. Urban stakeholders are

adopting new ambitions on issues such as sustainable 

http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
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development, quality of life, managing public spaces

sensibly  or keeping a rein on spending to create and

maintain road, rail and river infrastructures.

The event consisted of five panels such as:

Trilogue on Ports Regulation:

Agreement reached on June 27th, 2016

a balanced text which among others contributes to a

clarification of the applicable rules in terms of financial

transparency of European ports.

The compromise text also acknowledges the existence of a

diversity of ports models, the existence of competition in the

cargo handling industry and includes social provisions that

have been supported both by FEPORT and ETF.

FEPORT also warmly congratulates the Dutch Presidency

negotiators for their efforts in reconciling the positions within

the Council during the whole process of discussions and

between the Commission and the European Parliament.

FEPORT is looking forward to continuing the open dialogue

with the Commission (DG MOVE) as it has prevailed these last

months.

28.06.2016 - 6th meeting of the

European Sustainable Shipping Forum

On Monday 27th of June, in the framework of the last

trilogue meeting under the Dutch Presidency,

representatives of the three institutions have reached an

agreement on a compromise text of the Ports Regulation.

A large merit for this important successful outcome is owed

to M. Knut Fleckenstein, his staff and to the Shadow

Rapporteurs who have constantly consulted

port stakeholders with the objective of producing a 

Panel 1: Megaships: which impacts on port cities?

Panel 2: Preparing the City Port for the advent of

megaships

Panel 3: The City Port projects of Málaga

Panel 4: Mega cruise ships: the challenge of managing

high cruise passenger traffic in urban settings

Panel 5: Ports & CSR policy: bringing the citizen port

community together to take action

“AIVP’s conference was very interesting because it highlighted

the economic advantages for port-cities when they welcome

big ships but also allowed a discussion between participants

about the challenges that must be dealt with” commented

Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, Secretary General of FEPORT .

While speaking in panel one, Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid,

Secretary General of FEPORT mentioned:

“As long as benefits resulting from the increase in size of ships

exceed inconvenient and external costs for the concerned port-

cities, challenges are manageable. Problems arise when

equipment on terminals and public infrastructure in ports and

beyond remain unused or become congested. In that case,

investments are for sure not any more recouped”.

As a permanent member of the ESSF (European Sustainable

Shipping Forum) Plenary group, FEPORT participated in the

6th ESSF Plenary meeting on June 28th. 

“By calling for a vote “en bloc” for M. Fleckenstein’s report during

the European Parliament Plenary last March 8th, FEPORT and its

port sister organizations have given the best evidence that

contrary to what is often pretended the port sector is not

conservative nor opposed to change. It is a “living” cluster ready to

play its role for further sustainable growth and development to

the benefit of the transport and logistics sector in Europe.”

comments Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid.

“Looking ahead, an important discussion regarding the GBER

(Global Block Exemption Regulation) which also concerns ports

will take place in the coming months and we sincerely hope that a

real cooperative spirit and dialogue will continue to prevail be it

with DG Competition or DG MOVE. Private investors need to have

visibility and legal stability to be able to engage. It is therefore

essential that the port sector is supported by a European

sustainable and business friendly port and competition policy”

concludes Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid.

https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
http://www.feport.eu/
http://www.feport.eu/2014-11-18-12-05-27/news/news/240-vote-in-plenary-about-ports-regulation-port-stakeholders-organizations-request-meps-to-vote-en-bloc-for-the-compromise-text
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
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The objective of the ESSF is to provide a platform for a

structural dialogue, exchange of technical knowledge,

 cooperation, and coordination amongst  relevant maritime

 industries' stakeholders and the Commission and its

services to better address the environmental sustainability

challenges confronting the EU maritime transport sector.

The 6th Plenary meeting of the ESSF was the first meeting

of the second mandate of the ESSF. The 6th Plenary

meeting focused primary on the formalization of the newly

appointed plenary group and the continued work of the

numerous sub groups.

28.06.2016 - 4th Maritime Research

Policy Conference

R&D presented by M. Fotis Karamitsos, Acting Director

General of DG MOVE, and M. Liam Breslin, Head of Unit

Surface Transport from DG RTD.

“Sea Europe’s initiative to relaunch the activities of Waterborne

TP is fully supported by FEPORT. We need a real discussion

among maritime stakeholders’ to better identify the needs of the

industry in terms of innovation" commented Lamia

Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, FEPORT Secretary General.

“Waterborne is probably the good vehicle to become the “new

R&D Maritime Industry Forum” and we are looking forward to

working with Sea Europe and all interested parties in this

direction “ concluded Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid.

Second Annual Stakeholders

Conference, December 1st 2016,

Brussels

Last June 28th, FEPORT has participated to the 4th

Maritime Research Policy Conference organized by Sea

Europe in Brussels.

This year’s Conference aimed to take stock of current R&D

policy developments, but also focused on the way forward

with maritime research policy during the next decade, so as

to better prepare EU policy-makers as well as industry

leader for the challenges and threats ahead. 

The event has been officially opened by Mr. Christophe

Tytgat, Secretary General of Sea Europe, who referred to

“the role of Waterborne within the European Transport

System”. The participants had also an opportunity to hear

the European Commission’s future perspective of Maritime 

Next December 1st, we propose to have follow up discussions

to the ones we started last December 3rd, 2015.

We are delighted and honored to announce that

Commissioner Bulc will be attending and opening the

conference.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
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During the first Stakeholders’ conference, there was a

common understanding about the necessity to initiate

dialogue to mitigate the cascading (domino) effects of the

 increase in size of ships on the whole logistics chain.

Indeed, the current situation of depressed growth sheds light

on the necessity to start a real discussion about the needs and

expectations of each party of the chain to avoid that business

models having their rationale in one sector do not have

detrimental effects on other industries.

Last December 3rd, 2015, it has been acknowledged that

cooperation between seaside and landside was a must

because we are interdependent. However, it does not make

 sense to restrict the resolution of problems to the port-ship

interface only.

We must find holistic solutions that serve the fluidity of the

whole chain be it in terms of heavy infrastructure or IT

systems.

The “silo” approach has proven to be limited in its ability to

give logistics chains in Europe a real “competitive advantage"

we are all seeking for.

Next December 1st, 2016, we propose to assess the level of

cooperation within the logistics chain.

This second Stakeholders’ conference will also allow us to

raise awareness about a number of key issues. We will

discuss how we can convert weaknesses and threats affecting

existing infrastructure and IT systems into strengths and

opportunities for European logistics chains.

We do also want to promote good industry practices for

instance in terms of data sharing and see how we can

capitalize on them.

Time is running and competition with other parts of the

world is becoming fierce. Time for action and mobilization

has come to make of logistics chains in Europe real enablers

and facilitators of trade and European exports.

The conference will be kindly hosted by the Representation

of the Free State of Bavaria to the EU.

NPI has a new mobile application

Since 1922, the magazine "NPI -

Navigation, Ports & Intermodal"

remains the leading magazine and

Meetings of the month
FEPORT Social Affairs Committee Meeting,

Valencia

FEPORT Customs and Logistics Committee

meeting, Valencia

FEPORT Board of Directors meeting, Valencia

FEPORT General Assembly Valencia,

Trade Contact Group meeting

Trilogue meeting at the European Parliament

Social Dialogue meeting

08.06.2016

09.06.2016

09.06.2016

10.06.2016

14.06.2016

27.06.2016

28.06.2016

Coming meetings
Trade Contact Group Plenary meeting

IDC World Congress

AIVP Conference, Rotterdam

Second Annual Stakeholders Conference, Brussels

14.07.2016

24-27.09.2016

5-7.10.2016

01.12.2016

source of the port and river news in Europe. In addition to a

special monthly thematic report, readers have receive also a

complete information on port activities, inland and European

maritime logistics, intermodal, and more generally, the

waterways in Europe.

You can download NPI new mobile application here.

http://www.n-pi.fr/npi-magazine-application/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
http://www.feport.eu/
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT

