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Simplification and adaptation will not be luxury but crucial

Port projects in the European Union face significantly longer permitting timelines compared to
competitors in neighbouring regions such as the Southern Mediterranean or the United Kingdom.

In an increasingly volatile geopolitical and economic environment, the ability to deploy projects
rapidly is no longer a procedural matter — it is a strategic necessity for maintaining Europe’s
connectivity, resilience, and industrial competitiveness.

European public and private stakeholders play a key enabling role in the fulfilment of several core
objectives of the European Union. They must adapt to military mobility requirements in order to
strengthen the Union’s defence preparedness, while simultaneously supporting the energy



transition by handling clean fuels and energy-related cargoes and by providing refuelling and
recharging infrastructure to calling vessels. In addition, by connecting maritime shipping with
sustainable hinterland transport modes, port stakeholders are indispensable allies for achieving
the EU’s modal shift ambitions under the Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy and the
Greening Freight Package.

Against this backdrop, efforts at EU level to accelerate permitting procedures and reduce
administrative burden are both timely and necessary. FEPORT welcomes ongoing initiatives
aimed at shortening approval timelines for infrastructure projects linked to defence and energy
networks. These initiatives demonstrate that regulatory efficiency and environmental protection
are not mutually exclusive, but can be reconciled through clearer procedures and greater legal
certainty.

Nevertheless, port investments are not only delayed by lengthy permitting timelines but also by
overlapping compliance obligations stemming from environmental, reporting, and sustainable
finance frameworks. Ports located in proximity to Natura 2000 sites, for instance, face structural
constraints that require clearer interpretation of the concept of "overriding public interest".

While infrastructure developments may affect protected areas, they also directly contribute to the
Union’s strategic autonomy, energy security, decarbonisation efforts, and preparedness
objectives. Ensuring a balanced and predictable application of EU environmental legislation is
therefore essential to avoid unintended barriers to projects of European interest.

In this context, a future Maritime Omnibus Simplification Package could provide an opportunity
to rationalise implementation requirements across environmental, decarbonisation, and digital
legislation affecting ports. Simplification should not entail lowering environmental or safety
ambitions, but rather removing duplicative reporting obligations, clarifying technical definitions,
adapting investment thresholds to current cost realities, and ensuring proportional application of
rules to smaller ports and local traffic.

Ultimately, simplification is not a deregulatory exercise but a precondition for delivering the
investments required to meet Europe’s climate, security, and connectivity objectives. A stable and
predictable regulatory framework will allow ports to continue acting as strategic nodes of the
European economy while maintaining high environmental and social standards.

On another note, recent preliminary findings presented by the EU-ETS Observatory indicate that
the implementation of ETS in the maritime sector may already be affecting connectivity at
European ports in long-distance container services. Early data points to a reduction in the share
of activity handled by EU ports in this segment between 2023 and 2025, alongside a growing role
of neighbouring non-EU ports in shipping route planning and infrastructure investment decisions.

While the sector remains firmly committed to the decarbonisation pathway, these developments
confirm the urgency of a dialogue on the adaptation of the legislation to mitigate the unintended
impacts of ETS on Europe’s maritime connectivity, supply chain resilience, or modal shift
ambitions.



03.02.2026 - FEPORT Contributes to the Debate on the Future EU Ports
Strategy and Promotes SAFEDIGIMAR at EUROMARITIME - Marseille

On 3rd February, 2026, FEPORT participated in EUROMARITIME 2026 in Marseille, one of
Europe’s leading maritime cluster exhibitions bringing together stakeholders from across the
shipping, port, logistics and marine energy sectors. As key interfaces between land and sea, EU
ports are increasingly at the centre of policy strategies and industrial ambitions, particularly in
the current geopolitical context marked by evolving trade patterns and growing security
challenges.

During the event, FEPORT Secretary General Ms Lamia Kerdjoudj participated in a panel
discussion on the upcoming EU Maritime Industrial and Ports Strategies, where she underlined
the importance of ensuring that the future EU Ports Strategy actively supports competitiveness
alongside sustainability objectives. “We need an offensive strategy that places competitiveness at
the heart of the priorities” she said.

Highlighting the scale of the transformation currently underway in European ports, Ms Kerdjoud,i
added: “We cannot surrender and accept that EU Ports, which are going major transformations to
implement many public policies in the field of the fight against drug trafficking, decarbonisation,
energy transition, fight against cyber threats besides continuing their transhipment roles for
cargo and passengers, lose their competitiveness”.

She further stressed the global competitive environment in which EU ports operate, noting that:
“We are not alone, EU Ports are surrounded by non-competitors which are doing better in terms
of attractiveness, and which do not have the same legal frameworks and rules to apply
(environment, permitting, State Aid etc..). This should be the priority of the EU Ports Strategy: our
ports should remain attractive to investors who apply our rules otherwise they will invest outside
the EU. The private sector in ports is ready to play its role provided that the legal framework is
stable and the return on investment is possible.”

EUROMARITIME also served as the launching platform for the SAFEDIGIMAR project involving
FEPORT, Federazione del Mare and France Cyber Maritime. Supported by the European
Commission, the project aims to promote the implementation of the NIS 2 Directive within the
maritime sector over a three-year period by strengthening cybersecurity across port and logistics
ecosystems.

Structured around three strategic objectives, SAFEDIGIMAR seeks to enhance the protection of
network and information systems across the EU maritime sector, establish a secure and
harmonised cross-border incident reporting framework, and improve cooperation with national
authorities and law enforcement bodies to ensure timely detection and reporting of cyber threats.
Through the provision of practical tools, training activities and monitoring mechanisms, the



project aims to support companies in improving preparedness and resilience in an increasingly
digitalised operational environment.

05.02.2026 - Commission opens public consultation on cybersecurity
act 2 proposal - Brussels
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On February 5t%, the European Commission opened a public consultation regarding the
Cybersecurity Act 2 proposal, which was already presented on January the 20t.

The CSA 2 proposal is part of the EU Cybersecurity Package, which also contains targeted
amendments to NIS 2 aiming at reducing compliance costs for SMEs. CSA 2 specifically focusses
on strengthening the resilience of ICT supply chains while streamlining the European
cybersecurity certification framework.

The consultation, which will remain open until April 16, can be accessed via this link.

05.02.2026 - Commission Launches €347 Million Package to
Strengthen Submarine Cable Security, with Port-Based Repair Capacity
- Brussels
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14578-The-EU-Cybersecurity-Act_en

On 5 February, the European Commission announced a package of measures and funding to
strengthen the security and resilience of Europe’s submarine cables, including a dedicated
initiative to accelerate repair capacity through equipment that can be pre-positioned at ports or
shipyards. The announcements form part of a broader EU Action Plan on Cable Security, aimed at
responding to the increasing exposure of critical undersea infrastructure to accidental damage
and deliberate interference.

A key operational element is the opening of a €20 million CEF Digital call to support “adaptable
repair modules” that can be stationed at ports or shipyards and rapidly deployed to restore cable
services when incidents occur. This approach reflects a growing recognition that resilience is not
only about protection and surveillance, but also about ensuring that repair logistics and response
capacity are available in practice, within tight timeframes.

For port and terminal ecosystems, the initiative is notable because it explicitly places ports within
the resilience chain for critical digital infrastructure. As strategic nodes where specialised
equipment, vessels and skilled services can be mobilised quickly, ports are increasingly
considered part of Europe’s “critical infrastructure backbone” — alongside energy and transport
networks. This reinforces the case for coherent investment frameworks that support ports’
evolving security and resilience responsibilities, while preserving efficient operations and
international connectivity.

11.02.2026 - Commission presents action plan to counter drone
threats - Brussels
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The European Commission presented its new Action Plan on Drones and Counter drone Security.

The commission sees the significant and growing security threat in drones which spans into
different levels. That's why the prepare an increased resilience of the EU ramping up technologies
to develop and industrials production of drones and counter drones. The plan has 5 pillars:

1. Investment where it really matters, meaning that there will be a mapping of civilian and
military necessities

2. A new approach to test new solutions with the aim to strengthening a network for
multinational test and expertise centres for drones

3. Providing Target safety requirements and certification scheme for counter systems.


https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/commission-increases-submarine-cable-security-eu347-million-investment-and-new-toolbox
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/commission-presents-action-plan-counter-drone-threats

4. Interoperability as essential for drone counter drone producers must be able to scale
production for civilian and military use
5. Producing drones and counter drones at scale

Particularly important for the sector is that the plan wants to enhance preparedness for critical
infrastructure which are under the CER directive. Also focusing on safety in the maritime domain,
particular for threats and attacks by aerial, surface, and underwater drones. In addition to that it
wants to enhance awareness in the domain to protect critical infrastructure and serve military
needs.

The commission plans to launch a pilot action to enhance maritime domain awareness, which can
be implemented by the Member states context in regional cable hubs, promoting coast guard
cooperation and EMSA for example.

It will support a stronger co-operation between civilian and military actors to secure seaports
because seaports cannot rely on military alone. This is the reason why the commission sees the
necessity for civilian and military coordination for counter drones’ capacities must be approached
as dynamic, adaptable and comprehensive network for both civilian security and defence
purposes.

24.02.2026 - Europe’s transport sector joins forces in open letter to EU
Member States: a competitive and resilient Europe requires a stronger
EU transport budget - Brussels

A total of 45 European transport organisations have joined forces to urge national governments
to strengthen EU funding for transport under the future EU budget, notably by increasing the
Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) to at least €100 billion.

A robust European transport network is essential for achieving the EU’s strategic objectives,
including resilience, military preparedness, industrial competitiveness and supply chain
sovereignty. However, despite growing ambitions and investment needs, the sector continues to
face significant underfunding and financing gaps that must be urgently addressed.



Ahead of the upcoming discussions on the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2028-2034
at the General Affairs Council on 24 February, the signatories call on Member States to safeguard
sufficient EU funding for transport and reinforce the future CEF instrument.

As highlighted by Ms Lamia Kerdjoudj, Secretary General of FEPORT: “If the EU transport sector
including ports is the circulatory system of the EU economy, then the TEN-T is the planned vascular
network designed to keep that system efficient, integrated, and resilient.”

The open letter to EU Member States, including the full list of signatories, is available here.

24.02.2026 - EU Military Mobility Work Advances as Dual-Use
Infrastructure Gains Strategic Importance for Ports - Brussels

On 24 February, the Council’s Ad hoc Working Party on Military Mobility met in Brussels as part
of the ongoing implementation of the EU’s military mobility agenda. Discussions at EU level
continue to emphasise the need to strengthen the preparedness of Europe’s transport network by
ensuring that key infrastructure can fulfil both civilian and defence-related functions when
required.

Recent Commission policy work has reinforced this direction by linking resilience and
preparedness objectives to improvements in dual-use transport infrastructure along EU Military
Mobility corridors. In practical terms, this approach aims to enhance the capacity of transport
nodes to support the rapid movement of equipment and essential supplies in crisis scenarios,
while maintaining the efficiency of commercial logistics operations in normal conditions.

For ports and terminal operators, these developments reflect an evolving policy environment in
which maritime gateways are increasingly recognised as strategic logistics platforms contributing
not only to trade facilitation but also to crisis response and supply chain continuity. FEPORT has
consistently highlighted that unlocking the full dual-use potential of port infrastructure may
require targeted adaptation beyond standard commercial investment cycles, including in areas
such as handling capacity, secure storage zones and digital coordination systems.

Ensuring that these additional requirements are accompanied by adequate funding instruments
and predictable investment conditions will therefore be essential to enable ports to contribute
effectively to Europe’s preparedness objectives without undermining their competitiveness as
commercial logistics hubs.


https://www.espo.be/media/open-letter-transport-coalition-_-190226.pdf
https://ecfeda1c.delivery.rocketcdn.me/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/dual-use-logistik-rostock-Xpert.Digital-png.png

25.02.2026 - EU and UK Sign Competition Cooperation Agreement to
Strengthen Antitrust and Merger Coordination - Brussels

On 25 February, the European Commission and the United Kingdom signed the EU-UK
Competition Cooperation Agreement, establishing a dedicated framework for cooperation on
competition matters between the European Commission, EU Member State competition
authorities and the UK’s Competition and Markets Authority.

The agreement lays down key principles aimed at facilitating smooth interaction between the
respective authorities, notably through the mutual notification of significant antitrust and merger
investigations and the possibility to coordinate enforcement activities where appropriate. It also
includes provisions to ensure the protection of confidential business information exchanged in
the context of competition proceedings, subject to the consent of the companies concerned.

The new arrangement supplements the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement by providing a
more structured basis for cooperation in the field of competition policy following the UK'’s
withdrawal from the European Union. For operators involved in cross-border logistics and
infrastructure markets, including port and terminal activities, effective coordination between
regulatory authorities may contribute to greater legal predictability in cases involving mergers,
joint ventures or market investigations with potential implications across EU and UK
jurisdictions.

The agreement will enter into force once both parties have completed their respective ratification
procedures, including the adoption of a Council decision and the consent of the European
Parliament on the EU side.

25.02.2026 - Commission Launches Public Consultation on Draft
Revised General Block Exemption Regulation - Brussels


https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_454
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_454
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On 25 February, the European Commission launched a public consultation on the draft for a
revised General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER), inviting stakeholders to provide input until
23 April 2026. The initiative forms part of the Commission’s ongoing efforts to simplify State aid
rules and align the framework with evolving market, social and technological developments.

The GBER enables Member States to grant certain categories of State aid without prior
notification to, or approval from, the European Commission, provided that the measures comply
with predefined compatibility conditions under Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union. By exempting eligible aid from the standard approval process,
the regulation aims to facilitate the timely implementation of support measures while limiting
distortions of competition within the Single Market.

The draft revision reflects the outcome of a broad consultation carried out in 2025 and seeks to
streamline the existing framework by addressing inconsistencies and improving clarity. For
infrastructure operators, including ports and terminal companies, the GBER plays a significant
role in enabling public support for investments related to infrastructure modernisation, energy
transition, digitalisation and security compliance.

For FEPORT and its members, the revision of the GBER is of particular importance as European
ports are increasingly required to invest in infrastructure supporting decarbonisation,
electrification, alternative fuels deployment, cybersecurity and operational resilience. These
investments often generate wider public benefits while remaining capital-intensive in nature. A
simplified and predictable State aid framework is therefore essential to facilitate timely support
at national level and ensure that port infrastructure can continue to modernise without
undermining competitiveness or the attractiveness of EU ports as locations for long-term private
investment.

28.02.2026 - Publication of PAS 4000:2026 Advances Digitalisation of
Cargo Handling Facilities - London

On 28 February, the British Standards Institution (BSI) officially published PAS 4000:2026, a new
specification aimed at supporting the digitalisation of cargo handling facilities and logistics
operations. The document was developed with the active involvement of industry stakeholders,
including experts from TIC4.0, and provides a structured framework to facilitate interoperable
data exchange across terminal environments.


https://competition-policy.ec.europa.eu/public-consultations/2026-gber_en

PAS 4000 introduces a semantic model designed to standardise communication between digital
systems used in cargo handling operations. By establishing a common language and shared
reference points for operational data, the specification seeks to ensure that information
exchanged between equipment, software platforms and maintenance systems is interpreted
consistently, irrespective of technological architecture or supplier. The model is intended to
support interoperability between automated and semi-automated systems across terminal
processes, equipment monitoring and logistics operations.

For terminal operators and technology providers, the development of harmonised digital
standards represents an important step in addressing long-standing challenges related to system
integration and data fragmentation. Improved interoperability between digital tools can
contribute to enhanced operational transparency, reduced ramp-up times for infrastructure
projects and more effective coordination between port stakeholders, including shipping lines and
logistics service providers.

As ports and terminals continue to undergo rapid digital transformation, initiatives that promote
common technical frameworks and data harmonisation are expected to play an increasingly
important role in ensuring efficient and secure supply chain operations. The PAS 4000
specification will be subject to a formal review within two years, allowing for further refinement
in line with technological developments and evolving operational requirements.

28.09.2026 - 01.10.2026 - Connecting Europe Days 2026 to Address
Transport Competitiveness and Resilience - Brussels
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The next edition of Connecting Europe Days will take place from 28 September to 1 October 2026
in Brussels, bringing together policymakers, industry stakeholders, financial institutions and
representatives from across the transport sector to discuss the future of Europe’s mobility system.

The conference will focus on key policy priorities including infrastructure financing, connectivity,
competitiveness and the resilience of transport networks. Discussions are also expected to
address the contribution of transport and logistics infrastructure to broader EU objectives such
as strategic autonomy, supply chain security and military mobility.

In a context marked by geopolitical uncertainty and evolving trade patterns, initiatives that
support efficient and secure connectivity between Member States and with international partners
remain essential. Events such as Connecting Europe Days provide an opportunity to exchange best



practices and explore investment pathways that can strengthen the sustainability and
performance of Europe’s transport ecosystem, including its port infrastructure.
Members Corner

16.02.2026 - APM Terminals and Eurogate Plan €1 Billion Investment in Bremerhaven
Container Terminal - Bremerhaven

EUROGATE

APM Terminals and Eurogate have entered advanced discussions regarding a long-term strategic
partnership aimed at modernising the jointly operated North Sea Terminal Bremerhaven (NTB).
The envisaged investment of approximately €1 billion would support a comprehensive upgrade
of terminal infrastructure and equipment, with the objective of enhancing operational efficiency
while progressing towards zero greenhouse gas emission operations.

The planned modernisation reflects broader trends within the port sector, where terminal
operators are increasingly required to reconcile capacity expansion with ambitious
decarbonisation targets. Investments in electrified equipment, digital systems and energy-
efficient handling technologies are becoming essential to maintain competitiveness in a rapidly
evolving regulatory and commercial environment.

For European terminals, large-scale private investments of this nature illustrate both the
opportunities and challenges linked to the green transition. While modernisation supports
performance and sustainability objectives, the scale of the required financial commitments
reinforces the need for a predictable regulatory framework and adequate public support
mechanisms that can facilitate the deployment of low-emission technologies without
undermining the attractiveness of EU ports as logistics hubs.
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