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Carbon Leakage is Not a Mirage

As discussions on the ETS revision intensify ahead of the Commission proposal expected in July
2026, the debate increasingly reflects the need to reconcile climate ambition, competitiveness
and economic resilience. In this context, FEPORT takes note of the High-Level Roundtable
organised by the European Commission on 12 May, which brought together institutional
representatives and industry stakeholders to exchange views on the future evolution of the ETS.

Given the strategic role of ports and terminal operators in Europe’s trade, connectivity,
resilience and decarbonisation efforts, FEPORT underlines the importance of ensuring
that the operational and investment realities of the port sector continue to be adequately
reflected throughout the ongoing discussions.

The next ETS revision will be a defining moment for Europe’s maritime policy and should meet
the expectations of all sectors involved, including ports and terminal operators, which are at the
frontline of Europe’s trade, logistics and decarbonisation efforts.



FEPORT fully supports the objective of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. European ports
and terminal operators are already investing significantly in decarbonisation, electrification,
digitalisation and energy efficiency, including through the deployment of onshore power supply
(OPS) and other clean technologies.

At the same time, the effectiveness of climate policy must also be assessed against its operational
and economic consequences. The ETS revision therefore offers an opportunity not only to
strengthen decarbonisation efforts, but also to evaluate the broader impacts of the system on
Europe’s transport and logistics ecosystem.

For Europe’s ports and terminals, one issue deserves particular attention: transhipment
relocation.

Too often, transhipment relocation is still presented as a theoretical or potential risk. Yet
developments across maritime logistics chains increasingly suggest that behavioural changes are
already emerging. Routing decisions and transhipment patterns are beginning to adapt to the
regulatory and cost differentials created by the ETS.

Ports are not simply transit points. They are strategic economic platforms supporting trade,
connectivity, energy supply and Europe’s broader resilience. A reduction in traffic volumes or the
diversion of activities towards neighbouring non-EU hubs could weaken both the
competitiveness of individual ports and the resilience of European logistics chains.

ETS revenues should play a stronger role in supporting not only shipping decarbonisation
but also port electrification, energy infrastructure and the deployment of clean
technologies throughout the logistics chain.

FEPORT therefore recommends that a clear earmarking of part of ETS revenues be
explicitly mentioned to support the decarbonisation and electrification of ports. Such
investments are essential not only to safeguard the competitiveness of EU ports facing
competition from third-country hubs operating under less stringent climate legislation, but also
to contribute to the EU’s climate and environmental objectives.

Because for Europe’s ports and terminal operators, carbon leakage is not a mirage, the loss
of revenues is unfortunately proving to be real and may ultimately endanger the
investments required for the energy transition. It is therefore crucial that ETS revenues
are channelled to ports.



05.05.2026 - Commissioner Tzitzikostas presents Ports and Industrial
Maritime Strategies to TRAN Committee - Strasbourg
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On May 5, 2026, Commissioner for Sustainable Transport and Tourism Apostolos Tzitzikostas
presented the Commission’s approach regarding the future Ports Strategy and Industrial
Maritime Strategy during a structured dialogue with the European Parliament’s Committee on
Transport and Tourism (TRAN).

The discussion focused on the growing strategic importance of ports and maritime transport in
the current geopolitical context, particularly against the backdrop of ongoing tensions in the
Middle East and increasing concerns related to Europe’s energy security, resilience and
competitiveness.

During the exchange, Commissioner Tzitzikostas stressed that ports are central to Europe’s
strategic autonomy, security and industrial resilience. He also underlined that one of the key
objectives of the future strategies would be to turn decarbonisation into a driver of
competitiveness while supporting Europe’s maritime industrial base.

Several Members of the European Parliament raised concerns related to foreign ownership and
control of European ports, military mobility, cybersecurity, electrification and the need to
strengthen hinterland connectivity. Discussions also touched upon the importance of accelerating
investments in alternative fuels infrastructure, digitalisation and dual-use transport
infrastructure.

The Commissioner further announced that the ETS review would be presented in July 2026 and
acknowledged the need to address concerns linked to carbon leakage involving neighbouring
non-EU ports. He also stressed the importance of ensuring that ETS revenues effectively support
the sectors concerned by the transition.

The discussions reflected the increasingly strategic role of ports not only as logistics and trade
gateways, but also as energy, industrial and security hubs supporting Europe’s resilience and
competitiveness objectives. FEPORT welcomes the growing recognition at EU level of the



importance of ports and terminal operators in supporting Europe’s connectivity, decarbonisation
and strategic autonomy ambitions.

12.05.2026 - FEPORT replies to call for feedback on CSA 2 - Brussels
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On May 12th, FEPORT submitted its reply to the public consultation on the proposal for a revised
Cybersecurity Act (CSA 2).

FEPORT reply explained the functioning of data-sharing in port operations and across maritime
supply chains, elaborating on how this impacts the sector’s exposure to cyber threats.

FEPORT underlined that a successful cybersecurity policy should address risks up- and
downstream ports, taking into account B2B and B2A data-exchanges.

Regarding potential bans of “high-risk” third country suppliers, FEPORT recommended
considering the availability of EU-based alternatives as well as the possibility of prescribing
mitigating measures as an alternative to a full ban.

FEPORT reply can be accessed here.

12.05.2026 - EU Commission opens consultation on “stress-test” of
Birds and Habitats Directives - Brussels


https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14578-The-EU-Cybersecurity-Act/F33400887_en
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On May 12th, the European Commission opened a public consultation in the framework of the
ongoing “stress-test” of the Birds and Habitats Directives - together known as the “nature
Directives” - which was announced in the environmental Omnibus Communication presented in
December 2025.

This stress-test is part of the Commission’s simplification efforts aiming at safeguarding and
strengthening EU competitiveness while keeping in pace with the EU’s economic, social and
environmental goals.

The consultation can be accessed here.

FEPORT looks forward to contributing to this feedback opportunity and provide
recommendations aimed at bringing the nature Directives in tune with evolving EU policy
objectives in areas such as decarbonisation, energy security and military preparedness.

12.05.2026 - Commission opens public consultation on Alternative
Fuels Infrastructure Regulation - Brussels

On May 12th, the Commission published a questionnaire on the Alternative Fuels Infrastructure
Regulation (AFIR) as part of the public consultation that will feed into the ongoing review process


https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/18072-Birds-and-Habitats-Directives-stress-test_en

and upcoming legislative proposal. Terminal operators are affected by AFIR, primarily due to the
requirements regarding the deployment of refueling and recharging infrastructure listed in
articles 9 and 11 of the regulation.

The consultation on AFIR opened on the same day as the consultation on the “stress-test” of the
nature Directives. FEPORT welcomes that AFIR and the nature Directives are assessed
simultaneously as permitting frameworks, both when it comes to procedures and substance, need
to be carefully reviewed in order to accelerate the deployment of onshore power supply by 2030
in line with the deadline prescribed by AFIR.

In addition, for a successful deployment of shore-side electricity, FEPORT recommends
implementing measures to facilitate access to finance, timely grid connections as well as clear

user requirements.

Please follow this link to access the public consultation.

15.05.2026 - IMO advances discussions on global Net-Zero Framework
for shipping - London
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In May 2026, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) continued discussions on the
development of a global framework aimed at supporting the decarbonisation of international
shipping and achieving net-zero emissions objectives.

During the latest discussions within the IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC),
delegations reiterated the importance of rebuilding consensus on global shipping emissions
measures while ensuring a level playing field for the international maritime sector.

The exchanges also highlighted concerns regarding the potential fragmentation of regulatory
frameworks and the need to ensure coherence between regional and international approaches to
maritime decarbonisation.

The ongoing IMO discussions are particularly relevant for European ports and maritime
stakeholders as international shipping continues to face increasing environmental and
investment requirements linked to the energy transition.


https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/16672-Review-of-EU-rules-on-alternative-fuels-infrastructure_en

The debate further reflects the growing importance of developing globally coordinated measures
capable of supporting decarbonisation objectives while preserving the competitiveness and
operational efficiency of maritime transport and logistics chains.

15.05.2026 - European Commission opens registration for Innovation
Fund stakeholder consultation - Brussels
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In May 2026, the European Commission opened registrations for the stakeholder consultation
event on the 2026 Innovation Fund Calls for Proposals, which will take place in Brussels on 19
June 2026.

The Innovation Fund, financed through revenues from the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS),
aims to support the demonstration and commercialisation of innovative net-zero and low-carbon
technologies across industrial sectors.

According to the Commission, the consultation event will provide an overview of the progress
achieved under the Innovation Fund and gather stakeholders’ feedback on the design of future
calls for proposals. Discussions are expected to address policy developments, support
mechanisms and lessons learned from previous funding rounds.

The initiative is particularly relevant for the maritime and port sectors given the increasing
investment needs linked to electrification, alternative fuels infrastructure and operational
decarbonisation. In this context, European funding instruments are expected to play an important
role in supporting the transition of ports and logistics chains.

FEPORT welcomes the organisation of this stakeholder consultation and looks forward to
contributing to the discussions on future support mechanisms and investment priorities relevant
for the port and maritime sectors.

19.05.2026 - FEPORT participates in TOC Europe 2026 discussions on
port digitalisation and resilience - Hamburg


https://climate.ec.europa.eu/citizens-stakeholders/events/innovation-fund-stakeholder-consultation-event-if26-calls-proposals-2026-06-19_en?utm_source=chatgpt.com

On May 19t%, 2026, FEPORT Secretary General Lamia Kerdjoudj participated in TOC Europe 2026
in Hamburg, where she intervened during the session “The Port & Terminal Leadership Forum:
Understanding the Real Value of the Port Digitalisation Benchmark”.

The discussions focused on the increasing digitalisation of port operations and logistics chains,
as well as the challenges and opportunities linked to the deployment of digital tools across the
maritime and port ecosystem. Exchanges also addressed the growing importance of data sharing,
operational coordination and supply chain visibility in improving the efficiency and reliability of
port operations.

During the panel discussion, Lamia Kerdjoudj underlined that digitalisation can no longer be
approached solely from a technological or efficiency perspective. In the current geopolitical
context, she stressed the importance of also considering resilience, redundancy and cybersecurity
risks associated with increasingly digitalised logistics chains and port operations.

Discussions further highlighted that ports are undergoing major transformations driven by
automation, digitalisation and artificial intelligence. In this context, participants exchanged views
on the importance of adopting more human-centric approaches and ensuring that the evolution
of digital technologies is accompanied by adequate reskilling and adaptation of the interaction
between human operators and automated systems.

The panel also touched upon operational challenges affecting the efficiency of maritime logistics
chains, including vessel schedule reliability, truck appointment systems, rail reliability, vessel call
optimisation and data sharing between stakeholders operating upstream and downstream of
ports.

On the margins of the event, FEPORT also held exchanges with representatives from EUROGATE
Group and HHLA Hamburger Hafen und Logistik AG on current developments affecting ports,
terminals and European logistics chains.

19.05.2026 - FEPORT presents SAFEDIGIMAR project at TOC
Europe 2026 - Hamburg



On May 19, 2026, FEPORT Senior Policy Advisor Maarten Boot participated in TOC Europe 2026
in Hamburg, where he presented the SAFEDIGIMAR project during a panel discussion dedicated
to digitalisation and cybersecurity in the port ecosystem.

The session brought together industry experts to discuss how digital tools can enhance the
performance of port operations and improve coordination between stakeholders across the
logistics chain. Discussions notably focused on the opportunities linked to digital transformation
as well as the increasing cybersecurity challenges facing ports and maritime operators.

During his intervention, Maarten Boot highlighted that the growing digitalisation of the port
ecosystem simultaneously increases both the exposure to and the potential impact of cyber
threats. He stressed the importance of strengthening cybersecurity preparedness across the
maritime and port sectors in light of the increasing interconnectivity of logistics operations and
critical infrastructure systems.

The discussion also addressed the implementation of the EU Directive NIS2, which lays down
cybersecurity requirements at technical, operational and governance levels for companies
operating in critical sectors, including ports.

In this context, Maarten Boot presented the SAFEDIGIMAR project, a consortium led by France
Cyber Maritime and including FEPORT and Federazione del Mare. The initiative aims to support
the maritime and port sectors by developing tailor-made solutions designed to strengthen the
cybersecurity posture of the ecosystem while supporting compliance with NIS2 requirements.

The exchanges confirmed the growing importance of cybersecurity and digital resilience as
essential components of the future competitiveness and security of European ports and logistics
chains.

20.05.2026 - European Parliament debates ETS revision and European
competitiveness - Strasbourg



On May 20, 2026, the European Parliament held a debate on the revision of the EU Emissions
Trading System (ETS) and its role in supporting European competitiveness.

During the debate, Climate Commissioner Wopke Hoekstra stressed the importance of
reconciling climate ambition, competitiveness and Europe’s economic resilience. He notably
underlined the need to bring “climate, competitiveness and independence much more hand in
hand” while preserving a level playing field for European industries.

Discussions also focused on the importance of accelerating investments linked to the clean
transition and ensuring that European industries maintain their competitiveness in an
increasingly challenging global environment. Particular attention was given to the role of ETS
revenues and the need to strengthen support for innovation and industrial transformation.

The exchanges reflected the growing importance of balancing climate objectives with industrial
resilience, investment capacity and Europe’s strategic autonomy, including in sectors linked to
transport, logistics and maritime activities. In this context, FEPORT continues to underline the
importance of ensuring that future policy developments preserve the competitiveness and
connectivity of European ports and logistics chains.

22-26.05.2026 - Council continues examination of the Military
Mobility Regulation - Brussels




In May 2026, discussions continued within the Council on the proposed Regulation establishing
a framework of measures aimed at facilitating the transport of military equipment, goods and
personnel across the European Union.

As part of the ongoing examination of the proposal, the Council’s ad hoc Working Party on Military
Mobility is scheduled to meet on 22 May, followed by discussions within the Council Security
Committee (CSC) on 26 May.

The proposal forms part of the broader EU Military Mobility Package presented by the European
Commission in November 2025 and aims to simplify and harmonise procedures governing
military transport across Member States. Discussions notably focus on reducing administrative
burdens, improving coordination between national authorities and facilitating access to critical
dual-use transport infrastructure.

The initiative is particularly relevant for ports and transport operators given the increasingly
strategic role of maritime infrastructure in supporting Europe’s security, resilience and
preparedness objectives. The discussions also reflect the growing importance of dual-use
infrastructure and the need to strengthen coordination between civilian and military mobility
requirements across European transport networks.

FEPORT has repeatedly underlined the strategic role of ports as key nodes of Europe’s transport
and logistics system and the importance of ensuring that future military mobility measures
remain compatible with the operational realities of commercial port activities and supply chains.
In this context, adequate investment in dual-use infrastructure, coordination between civilian
and military stakeholders and the preservation of efficient port operations will remain essential
elements of the discussions moving forward.

22.05.2026 - European Commission proposes extension of reduced
taxation for shore-side electricity in Germany - Brussels
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On May 22, 2026, the European Commission published a proposal for a Council Implementing
Decision authorising Germany to continue applying a reduced rate of taxation to electricity
directly supplied to vessels at berth in ports.

The proposal aims to extend until 31 December 2029 the existing derogation allowing Germany
to apply a reduced electricity tax rate to shore-side electricity supplied to commercial vessels.
According to the Commission, the measure seeks to further encourage the use of shore-side
electricity as a less polluting alternative to onboard electricity generation based on bunker fuels.



The Commission underlines that the use of shore-side electricity contributes to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, air pollution and noise in port areas while supporting broader EU
climate and environmental objectives. The proposal also recalls the growing importance of shore-
side electricity in the context of the EU regulatory framework on alternative fuels infrastructure
and maritime decarbonisation.

According to the information provided by the German authorities, more than 400 fixed or mobile
shore-side electricity facilities currently exist in German sea and inland ports, while additional
installations are planned or under construction.

The initiative is particularly relevant for ports and terminal operators as investments linked to
electrification and onshore power supply continue to accelerate across Europe. In this context,
FEPORT continues to support measures contributing to the deployment of shore-side electricity
while underlining the importance of ensuring adequate funding mechanisms, competitive
electricity prices and sufficient grid capacity to support the transition.

27.05.2026 - European Parliament Research Service publishes report
on pricing E-Charging for vehicles and onshore power supply - Brussels

STUDY (AN

Requested by the TRAN committee \%::.n
liament

Pricing of E-Charging
for Electric Cars and
Onshore Power
Supply in Ports

On May 27, 2026, the European Parliament Research Center (ERPS) published a study regarding
the Pricing of E-Charging for Electric Cars and Onshore Power Supply in Ports. EPRS has
performed the study following a request from the European Parliament’s Transport and Tourism
(TRAN) Committee.

The study looks at pricing practices in public electrical vehicle charging and onshore power
supply (OPS) in ports, taking into account factors related to comparability, transparency, cost
drivers and market structure throughout the European Union.


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2026/759345/CASP_STU(2026)759345_EN.pdf

For OPS, after analysing a number of best practices across the EU as well as well as international
examples of pricing practices, the report offers a number of key policy recommendations:

e Consider the introduction of a minimum standard for OPS tariff transparency. For
OPS which is publicly accessible, ports or terminal operators are recommended to
publish a clear tariff sheet showing information such as the energy price and per-call
connection fee, tax treatment etc;

e The Commission is called on to develop a common comparison-method based on
standard vessel-call scenarios, in view of facilitating comparisons across ports;

e Member States and the EU should step up their efforts aimed at reducing the
upstream cost barriers that make OPS expensive, for example, through tax
incentives or grid reinforcements;

e The level playing field and uptake incentive should be strengthened, for example,
by making OPS mandatory as opposed to relying on voluntary uptake. The 2030 and
2035 user requirements laid down in FuelEU Maritime should be strictly applied and
it could be envisaged to lower the current threshold or extend legislation to different
vessel types.

The report can be accessed here.
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13.05.2026 - FEPORT team visits PSA Antwerp’s Europa Terminal -
Antwerp

On May 13, 2026, the FEPORT team visited PSA Antwerp’s Europa Terminal in the Port of
Antwerp-Bruges.


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2026/759345/CASP_STU(2026)759345_EN.pdf

The visit provided an opportunity for insightful exchanges on current developments affecting the
port and terminal sector, followed by a comprehensive tour of the terminal facilities.

Particular attention was given to ongoing and future investments aimed at further strengthening
the attractiveness, efficiency and competitiveness of the Port of Antwerp-Bruges, including
through infrastructure modernisation projects and public-private partnerships.

FEPORT would like to warmly thank PSA Antwerp for its hospitality and for the constructive
discussions on the challenges and opportunities currently shaping the port and logistics sectors.
Such exchanges remain essential to strengthening cooperation and supporting a competitive,
secure, sustainable and future-oriented European port sector
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